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Go back in time
to WHEN THE NATION WAS YOUNG. You‘ll meet our first five 
Presidents, as well as explorers and leaders who shaped the  
country. You‘ll also find out how “everyday” 
people lived in the early republic.

Explore 

How much power should the 
federal government have, 
and what should it do?
This question was debated strongly in the 
early years of the republic, and it is still 
being asked today.

Unlock the Essential Question in your 

 Active Journal.

▲ Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark greet a group 
of American Indians known to 
their guide, Sacajawea.
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lewis and clark exploration 
image. expansion of the 
country. showing the country. 

The Early  
Republic , 1789–1825 Read

about the young United States and its 
people.

Lesson 1  Washington‘s Presidency

Lesson 2  A Two-Party System Develops

Lesson 3  Presidents Adams and Jefferson

Lesson 4  A Changing Nation

Primary Source William Clark and Meriwether 
Lewis, Journals

Lesson 5  Madison and the War of 1812

Primary Source Tenskawatawa, The Prophet, 
Speech

Lesson 6  Monroe‘s  
Presidency  
and Everyday  
Life

Watch

William Clark, Mapping 
the American Frontier

Travel with Lewis and Clark as 
William Clark sketches and 
maps their journey into the 
American West.

BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO
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1803 United 
States purchases 
Louisiana territory.

1797 
John Adams becomes 
President; Thomas Jefferson 
becomes Vice President. 

1792 
Mary Wollstonecraft 
publishes Vindication of 
the Rights of Women. 

1789 
George 
Washington is 
inaugurated as 
first President 
of the United 
States. 

Learn more about the early republic by 
making your own map and timeline in your 

 Active Journal.

The Early Republic
1789–1825

1804 
Haiti declares 
independence 
from France. 

What happened  
and when?
The United States grew 
in size but split politically 
and fought another war 
with Britain. Explore 
the timeline to see 
some events from 1789 
to 1837.

Topic Timeline

INTERACTIVE

   WORLD EVENTS

   TOPIC EVENTS

1780 1790 1800
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Where did the nation expand?
From 13 states hugging the Atlantic coast, 
the nation expanded westward. On the map, 
locate the acquisitions of land that made this 
expansion possible.

1812 
War of 1812 begins. 

1819 
Supreme Court rules in 
McCulloch v. Maryland. 

1823 
President Monroe 
creates Monroe 
Doctrine.

1837 
Louis Daguerre 

experiments with 
photography.

1810 
Argentina declares its 
independence from Spanish 
royalist leaders.

Topic Map

INTERACTIVE

Alexander Hamilton, 
the man who 
stabilized the 
economy but lost 
a duel

James Monroe, the 
fifth President, who 
told Europe to stay 
out of America’s 
business

John Marshall, 
Supreme Court 
Justice who 
expanded the 
powers of  
the Court

Who will 
you meet?

   

   

1810 18401820 1830
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▲ This photograph 
shows a modern 
Cabinet meeting with 
President Obama 
presiding.  

4  Write a Position Paper  
 Hold a mock Cabinet meeting to review your notes, decide on the 

best course of action, and document this problem-solving process. 
In a small group, write a position paper summarizing the chosen 
solution. Get help for writing the paper in your  Active Journal.

FINDINGS

3  Conduct Research  
 Next explore primary sources from the period of the early republic. 

They’ll help you decide on the best course of action to take. Record 
notes in your  Active Journal.

2  Investigate  
 As you read the lessons in this Topic, look for 

CONNECTIONS  that provide information on events and issues 
that affected the U.S. response to war between other nations. Take 
notes in your  Active Journal.

1  Ask Questions  
 Think of questions you would ask about factors such as 

events and their outcomes that would help you decide 
on the best course of action when other nations go to 
war. Write your questions in your  Active Journal.

Stay Out? Or Get Involved?

You are working for a member of President Jefferson’s Cabinet  
and must decide how to respond to war between Britain and 
France. Consider this question:

How do we determine which actions are  
in the best interest of the United States 
when other nations go to war?
What events will help you decide on the best course of 
action? Explore the Essential Question “How much power 
should the federal government have, and what should it 
do?” in this Quest.

Project-Based Learning Inquiry

KICK OFF
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

George Washington was inaugurated in New 
York City on April 30, 1789. A presidential 
inauguration is the ceremony in which 
the President officially takes the oath of 
office. A witness reported that the new 
President looked “grave, almost to sadness.” 
Washington, no doubt, felt a great burden. 
He knew that Americans were looking to him 
to make the new government work.

How Did Washington Shape 
the American Presidency?
Washington’s presidency marked the 
beginning of what historians call the 
early republic. This period, between 1789 
and about 1825, began when the first 
U.S. government was formed under the 
Constitution. Decisions made during the 
early republic had a lasting impact on the 
institutions and culture of the United States. 
As the first President, Washington showed 
his strong leadership and set an example for 
future generations.

The Constitution provided a framework for 
the new government of the United States.

START UP
President Washington reviews his troops before the 
Whiskey Rebellion. Write a prediction about events 
during Washington’s presidency.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• What steps did President Washington take to 

set up the government of the new republic?
• What were the causes and effects of the 

Whiskey Rebellion?
• What was the impact of Washington’s foreign 

policy outlined in his Farewell Address?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Summarize 
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal 
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary

inauguration
precedent
Cabinet
bond

tariff
speculator
neutral

Academic Vocabulary

accordingly 
invoke

GET READY TO READ

Washington’s Presidency 
LESSON 1 
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It did not explain how the President 
should govern from day to day. “There 
is scarcely any part of my conduct,” he 
said, “which may not hereafter be drawn 
into precedent.” A precedent  (PRES uh 
dent) is an act or a decision that sets an 
example for others to follow.

Washington set an important precedent 
at the end of his second term. In 1796, 
he decided not to run for a third term. 
Not until 1940 did any President seek a 
third term.

The First Cabinet The Constitution 
says little about how the executive 
branch should be organized. It was  
clear, however, that the President needed 
talented people to help him carry out  
his duties.

In 1789, the first Congress created five 
executive departments. They were the 
departments of State, Treasury, and War 
and the offices of Attorney General and 
Postmaster General. The heads of these 
departments made up the President’s 
Cabinet. Members of the Cabinet gave 
Washington advice and were responsible 
for directing their departments.

As a proven leader himself, Washington knew he needed to appoint 
others with similar qualities to his Cabinet. He needed effective leaders 
who had the ability to persuade others to adopt new proposals and 
implement his ideas.

Washington set a precedent by choosing well-known leaders to serve 
in his Cabinet. The two most influential Cabinet members were the 
Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, and the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Alexander Hamilton.

Establishing a Court System The Constitution calls for a Supreme 
Court. Congress, however, had to set up the federal court system. As one 
of its first actions, Congress passed the Judiciary Act of 1789. It called 
for the Supreme Court to consist of one Chief Justice and five Associate 
Justices. Today, the Supreme Court has eight Associate Justices because 
Congress later amended the Judiciary Act. Washington named John Jay 
the first Chief Justice of the United States.

The Judiciary Act also set up a system of district courts and circuit 
courts across the nation. Decisions made in these lower courts could be 
appealed to the Supreme Court, the highest court in the land.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas Why was the Cabinet created?

Analyze Images John Jay 
led the new nation’s judicial 
branch when he became 
the first Chief Justice of 
the United States Supreme 
Court in 1789. Use Visual 
Information On what kind 
of a book do you think the 
Chief Justice lays his hand? 
Hint: The Supreme Court is 
the highest court, making 
decisions about U.S. laws.
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Amount of money (in millions of 1790 dollars)
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$4.4
million

$4.3
million

$77.2
million

Total income the

United States

received, 1789–1791

Amount it cost to

run the government

Amount the United

States owed

U.S. Financial Problems, 1789–1791

SOURCE: Historical Statistics of the United States

How Did Alexander Hamilton Deal with the 
National Debt?
As Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton faced many 
problems. Among the most pressing was the large national debt. This is 
the total amount of money that a government owes to others.

During the Revolution, both the national government and individual 
states had desperately needed money. They had borrowed heavily from 
foreign countries and ordinary citizens to pay soldiers and buy supplies. 
Then, as now, governments borrowed money by issuing bonds. A bond 
is a certificate that promises to repay the money loaned, plus interest, 
on a certain date. For example, if a person pays $100 for a bond, the 
government agrees to pay back $100 plus interest (an additional sum of 
money) by a certain time.

A Plan to Reduce the Debt Hamilton wanted to pay off the 
government’s debts and create a stable economic system for the United 
States. The plan he proposed showed that Cabinet members could 
provide strong leadership.

Hamilton called for the government to repay both federal and state 
debts. His first act in government was to ask Congress to pass a tariff, 
or tax on imports, to pay for the government. Congress passed this 
tariff in 1789. Hamilton wanted the government to buy up all the 
bonds issued by both the national and state governments before 
1789. He then planned to issue new bonds to pay off the old debts. 
As the economy improved and income from the tariff increased, the 
government would then be able to pay off the new bonds. Many 
people, including bankers and investors, welcomed Hamilton’s plan. 
Others attacked it.

Analyze Graphs This 
graph shows U.S. financial 
problems after the 
Revolutionary War. Infer 
Based on the information 
in the graph, what can 
you conclude about the 
economic situation of the 
federal government when 
Washington took office?
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Hamilton’s Plan James Madison led the opposition. Madison argued 
that Hamilton’s plan rewarded speculators. A speculator is someone 
who invests in a risky venture in the hope of making a large profit.

During the Revolution, the government had issued bonds to soldiers 
and citizens who supplied goods. Many of these bondholders needed 
cash to survive and sold their bonds to speculators. Speculators bought 
bonds worth one dollar for only 10 or 15 cents. If the government paid 
off the old bonds in full, speculators stood to make fortunes. Madison 
thought that speculators did not deserve to profit.

Hamilton replied that the United States must repay its debts in full. 
The support of investors, he argued, was crucial to building the new 
nation’s economy:

Primary Source

“To justify and preserve their confidence; to promote 
the encreasing [increasing] respectability of the 
American name; to answer the calls of justice; to 
restore landed property to its due value; to furnish 
new resources both to agriculture and commerce;  
to cement more closely the union of the states; . . .  
These are the great and invaluable ends to be 
secured, . . . for the support of public credit.”

—Alexander Hamilton, “Report on Public Credit,” January 9, 1790

Analyze Graphs Hamilton 
agreed to pay off state 
debts as well as federal 
debts. Draw Conclusions 
Considering the differences 
among the states’ debt 
levels, why might some 
states have objected to the 
federal government taking 
over every state’s debts?

State Debt Assumed by the New Federal Government, 1790

New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Rhode Island

Connecticut

New York

New Jersey

Pennsylvania

Delaware

Maryland

Virginia

North Carolina

South Carolina

Georgia

200,000

800,000

3,500,000

2,400,000

4,000,000

300,000

300,000

4,000,000

200,000

1,600,000

1,200,000

800,000

2,200,000

SOURCE: Library of Congress

ASSUMED DEBT
(IN DOLLARS)STATE ASSUMED DEBT

(IN DOLLARS)STATE
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After much debate, Congress approved full repayment of the 
national debt.

As a southerner, Madison also led the fight against the other part of 
Hamilton’s plan, the repaying of state debts. By 1789, most southern 
states had paid off their debts from the Revolution. They thought that 
other states should do the same. The New England states, for example, 
still owed a lot. Thus, some northern states stood to gain more than 
others from the plan. As a result, the southern states bitterly opposed 
Hamilton’s plan.

This fight over how to use scarce resources was only one of many in the 
early republic. To make government work, there were compromises.

Reaching a Compromise In the end, Hamilton proposed a 
compromise. Many southerners wanted the nation’s capital to 
be located in the South. Hamilton offered to support that goal if 
southerners agreed to his plan to repay state debts.

Madison and others accepted the compromise. In July 1790, Congress 
voted to repay state debts and to build a new capital city. The new 
capital would not be part of any state. Instead, it would be built 
along the Potomac River on land given up by two southern states, 
Virginia and Maryland. Congress called the area the District of 
Columbia. Washington, the new capital, would be located in the 
District. Today, it is known as Washington, D.C., with D.C. standing 
for District of Columbia. Plans called for the new capital to be ready by 
1800. Meanwhile, the nation’s capital was moved from New York 
to Philadelphia.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect Why were federal and 
state debts so high?

Analyze Images 
Locating the nation’s 
capital in what is 
now Washington, 
D.C., was the result 
of a compromise in 
which southern states 
agreed that the federal 
government would 
take over state debts, 
mainly helping northern 
states. Infer What about 
Washington’s location 
helped southern states 
accept the compromise?
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How Did Hamilton Create a 
Stable Economy?
Hamilton’s next challenge was to 
strengthen the faltering national economy. 
Accordingly, his economic plan was 
designed to help both agriculture  
and industry.

Hamilton called on Congress to set up a 
national bank. In 1791, Congress created 
the first Bank of the United States. The 
government deposited money from taxes 
in the Bank. In turn, the Bank issued paper 
money to pay the government’s bills and 
to make loans to farmers and businesses. 
Through these loans, the Bank encouraged 
economic growth and the development of a 
free-enterprise economic system.

To help American manufacturers, Hamilton 
asked Congress to pass a new tariff on 

foreign goods brought into the country. He wanted a high tariff to 
make imported goods more expensive than American-made goods. A 
tariff meant to protect local industry from foreign competition is called 
a protective tariff.

Hamilton’s plan sparked arguments over taxation. In the North, where 
there were more and more factories, many people supported Hamilton’s 
plan. Southern farmers, however, bought many imported goods. They 
opposed a protective tariff that would make imports more expensive.

In the end, Congress did pass a tariff, but it was much lower than the 
protective tariff Hamilton wanted. The tariff was also lower than American 
manufacturers would have liked in order to protect them from foreign 
competition. However, the tariff did help to pay off government debt, a 
central point in Hamilton’s economic plan. The government needed to 
find a form of taxation that allowed it to pay off lenders because attracting 
lenders is key to financing government in a free market economy.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details What is the purpose 
of a protective tariff?

A New Tax Leads to Rebellion
To help reduce the national debt, Congress approved a tax on all liquor 
made and sold in the United States. Hamilton wanted this tax to raise 
money for the treasury. Instead, the new tax sparked a rebellion that 
tested the strength of the new government.

This tax was the first implemented by Congress under its new 
constitutional authority. Hamilton believed that reasonable taxes on 
alcohol would help to moderate consumption. He also hoped to gain a 
rich source of revenue for the federal government to pay its debts.

Analyze Images This 
building in Philadelphia was 
the headquarters of the first 
Bank of the United States. 
The Bank was founded in 
1791. Sequence Why do 
you think the founding of 
the first bank came after the 
Revolution?

Academic Vocabulary
accordingly • adv., in a 
fitting or appropriate way
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However, the new law varied the tax rate and often left smaller liquor 
manufacturers paying more than larger ones. Furthermore, the tax  
had to be paid in cash. This was often difficult for small distilleries. 
Large liquor enterprises in the East had less trouble with the tax than 
those on the frontier or in small towns.

Hamilton, though himself a man of humble origins, did not fully 
appreciate the economic concerns of Americans who lived on farms or 
in small towns. A large number of them opposed the new tax.

The Whiskey Rebellion Like many Americans, backcountry  
farmers grew corn. However, corn was bulky and expensive to haul long 
distances over rough roads. The cost of transport made western corn 
too expensive to sell in the East. Instead, farmers converted their corn 
into whiskey. Barrels of whiskey were worth much more and could be 
sold for a profit in the East, despite the cost of transport.

Back country farmers hated the tax on whiskey because it sharply 
reduced their income. Many refused to pay it. They compared it to the 
taxes Britain had forced on the colonies.

In 1794, when officials in western Pennsylvania tried to collect the tax, 
farmers rebelled. During the Whiskey Rebellion thousands marched in 
protest through the streets of Pittsburgh. They sang revolutionary songs 
and tarred and feathered the tax collectors.

Washington Shows Leadership President Washington responded 
quickly. He showed his abilities as a military leader once again.

A Controversial 
Tax

 INTERACTIVE

Analyze Images 
Frontiersmen tar and 
feather a government 
tax collector during the 
Whiskey Rebellion to 
protest a tax on liquor. 
Classify and Categorize 
How would you describe 
the behavior of the crowd  
in the picture?
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He called up the militia and dispatched them to Pennsylvania. When 
the rebels heard that thousands of troops were marching against them, 
they fled back to their farms. Hamilton wanted the leaders of the 
rebellion executed, but Washington disagreed and pardoned them. He 
believed that the government had shown its strength to all. Now, it was 
time to show mercy.

The Whiskey Rebellion tested the will of the new government. 
Washington’s quick response proved to Americans that their new 
government would act firmly in times of crisis. The President also 
showed those who disagreed with the government that violence would 
not be tolerated.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect What was the main 
cause of the Whiskey Rebellion?

How Did Americans React to the French 
Revolution?
Late in 1789, French ships arrived in American ports with startling 
news. On July 14, an angry mob in Paris, France, had destroyed the 
Bastille (bahs TEEL), an ancient fort that was used as a prison. The 
attack on the Bastille was an early event in the French Revolution. 
Before long, the revolution would topple the monarch and lead to the 
execution of thousands of ordinary French citizens.

Analyze Images In this 
image showing the French 
Revolution, a mob in Paris 
burns symbols of the 
monarchy. Understand 
Effects What do you think 
some Americans thought 
about the increasing 
violence of the French 
Revolution?
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The French Revolution broke out a few years after Americans had won 
their independence. Like Americans, the French fought for liberty 
and equality. As the French Revolution grew more violent, however, it 
deepened political divisions within the United States.

The French had many reasons to rebel against their king, Louis XVI. 
The peasants and the middle class paid heavy taxes, while nobles paid 
none. Reformers wanted a constitution to limit the king’s power and 
protect basic rights, as the American Constitution did.

Supporting Liberty in France At first, most Americans supported 
the French Revolution. Americans knew what it meant to struggle for 
liberty. Also, during the American Revolution, France had been an ally. 
Many Americans admired the Marquis de Lafayette, a leading French 
reformer who had fought with them in the American Revolution.

However, the French Revolution frightened most European rulers and 
nobles. They wanted to prevent revolutionary ideas from spreading 
to their lands. When two European countries, Austria and Prussia, 
invoked other rulers to help the French king regain his throne in 1792, 
France declared war.

By 1793, the French Revolution was turning more and more violent. 
Radical reformers gained power. They beheaded the king and later the 
queen. During the Reign of Terror, tens of thousands of ordinary French 
citizens were executed.

Differing Opinions Violence in France divided Americans. Some, 
like Thomas Jefferson, continued to support the French revolutionaries. 
He felt that the French had the right to use violence to win freedom, 
although he condemned the executions of the king and queen.

Academic Vocabulary
invoke • v., to call on; to 
appeal to

Analyze Diagrams The 
information in the chart 
reflects Washington’s 
foreign policy. Identify 
Main Ideas Based on the 
chart, how did Washington 
deal with European powers? 
How did his actions 
reflect his foreign policy 
preferences?

Foreign Affairs 
Under Washington

 INTERACTIVE

Policy toward
France

Washington's
Foreign Policy

Policy toward
Britain

Policy toward
Spain

No aid given
to Britain

Issues Neutrality
Proclamation

of 1793

No aid given
to France

Signs Pinckney’s
Treaty (1795)

Establishes
borders

U.S. tax-free
storage of goods at

New Orleans

British leave
the Northwest

Territory

Signs Jay’s
Treaty (1794)
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Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and others strongly disagreed about 
the use of violence. One could no more create democracy through 
widespread violence, claimed Adams, “than a snowball can exist in the 
streets of Philadelphia under a burning sun.”

President Washington’s Foreign Policy The French armies’ 
attack on Austria led Britain to declare war on France. Europe was 
soon plunged into a string of wars that lasted on and off for more than 
20 years. The fight between France and Britain, Europe’s two leading 
powers, threatened the economy of the United States. These countries 
were America’s main trading partners. 

Faced with war in Europe, President Washington had to decide 
on a foreign policy. Foreign policy is a nation’s plan of action 
toward other nations. During the American Revolution, the 
United States and France had signed a treaty that made the 
two countries allies. Now, France wanted to use American 
ports to supply its ships and launch attacks on British ships. 
Allowing France to use American ports would expose the 
United States, still recovering from the Revolutionary War, to 
new British attacks. Washington worried that the United States 
could not honor its treaty with France and still remain neutral 
in the European conflict. Remaining neutral means not 
taking sides in a conflict.

Washington also hoped to protect the American economy 
from the conflict between Britain and France. Merchants and 
farmers in the United States depended on American ports to 
maintain overseas trade with Britain and other countries. The 
British navy ensured the safety of American trading ships. 

Paris was the site of the 
violent French Revolution. 
The map also identifies 
places where the United 
States faced British hostility 
or outright aggression.

1. Location Near what 
bodies of water did the 
United States face British 
aggression in America?

2. Draw Conclusions Which 
nation—Britain  
or France—appeared  
to pose a more serious 
threat to the United 
States? Why?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS

CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS

What was Washington’s 
foreign policy? Why 
did he form this policy? 
Record your findings in 
your  Active Journal.

British
North America

UNITED
STATES
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SPAINPORTUGAL

NEW SPAIN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

Great Lakes

Mediterranean Sea

Gulf  of
Mexico

Caribbean Sea

West
Indies

London

Paris

N

EW

S

Miller Cylindrical Projection

1,000 mi0

1,000 km0

Foreign Affairs Under Washington, 1789–1796

KEY
U.S. territory
British territory
Spanish territory
French territory
1791 borders
Area of conflict
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Analyze Political 
Cartoons In this political 
cartoon, citizens burn an 
effigy of John Jay to protest 
Jay’s Treaty, which they 
believed favored Britain. 
Use Visual Information 
How does the burning of 
the stuffed figure of John 
Jay make the image more 
powerful than if the mob 
did not burn the figure?

Still, many Americans favored France. 
Staying neutral appeared to be 
Washington’s best option.

Protecting American 
Interests The issue of the treaty 
deepened the divisions within 
Washington’s Cabinet. Hamilton 
pointed out that the United States 
had signed the treaty with Louis XVI. 
With the king dead, he argued, the 
treaty was no longer valid. Jefferson, 
a supporter of France, urged strict 
acceptance of the treaty.

After much debate, Washington issued  
the Neutrality Proclamation in April 
1793. It stated that the United States 
would not support either side in the 
war. Further, it forbade Americans 
from aiding either Britain or France. 
The Neutrality Proclamation was a 
defeat for Jefferson. This and other 
defeats eventually led Jefferson to 
leave the Cabinet.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main 
Ideas Why did Washington decide on  
neutrality as his foreign policy?

Washington Defends 
Neutrality
Declaring neutrality was easier than enforcing it. Americans wanted 
to trade with both Britain and France. However, those warring nations 
seized American cargoes headed for each other’s ports.

Jay’s Treaty In 1793, the British captured more than 250 American 
ships trading in the French West Indies. Some Americans called for war. 
Washington, however, knew that the United States was too weak to 
fight. He sent Chief Justice John Jay to Britain for talks.

Jay negotiated an agreement that called for Britain to pay damages for 
the seized American ships. Britain also agreed to give up the forts it still 
held in the West. Meanwhile, Americans had to pay debts long owed to 
British merchants.

Jay’s Treaty sparked loud protests because it did nothing to protect 
the rights of neutral American ships. After furious debate, the Senate 
finally approved the treaty in 1795.

The Impact of Washington’s Farewell Address After serving two 
terms as President, George Washington refused to serve a third.
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Practice Vocabulary
1. Why were many of President George 

Washington’s actions considered 
precedents?

2. How were bonds and speculators related 
in the early republic?

Critical Thinking and Writing
3. Identify Main Ideas Explain Hamilton’s 

argument in favor of paying the nation’s 
debts in full.

4. Identify Cause and Effect Why was 
the nation’s capital built as a new city in 
the South?

5. Summarize What was George Washington’s  
response to the Whiskey Rebellion, and 
what effect did his response have on 
the nation?

6. Writing Workshop: Generate Questions 
to Focus Research In your  Active 
Journal, write at least three questions 
about the country’s physical landscapes, 
political divisions, and territorial expansion 
during the early republic. These questions 
will help focus your research and help you 
to write a research paper at the end of the 
Topic.

 Lesson Check

Before retiring in 1796, Washington 
published his Farewell Address. In 
it, he advised Americans against 
becoming involved in European 
affairs:

Primary Source

“Tis our true policy to 
steer clear of permanent 
Alliances, with any 
portion of the foreign 
World. . . . The great 
rule of conduct for us, in 
regard to foreign nations 
is . . . to have with 
them as little political 
connection as possible.”

—George Washington, Farewell Address, 1796

Washington did not oppose foreign trade, but he did reject alliances 
that could drag the country into war. His advice guided American 
foreign policy for many years.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas What advice did Washington 
give in his final address?

Analyze Images In 
his Farewell Address, 
Washington gave clear 
warnings about the dangers 
of political entanglement 
with other nations. 
Identify Main Ideas Why 
did Washington fear such 
entanglements?
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

GET READY TO READ

LESSON 2

A Two-Party System Develops

Political disagreements divided Americans 
early on. “Men who have been [friends] all 
their lives,” noted Jefferson, “cross streets to 
avoid meeting, and turn their heads another 
way, lest they should be obliged to touch 
their hats.” Washington was able to unify 
Americans with different political beliefs. 
He opposed political parties. Before he left 
office in 1797, however, two rival parties 
had emerged.

How Did Politics Divide 
Americans?
Americans saw political parties as a threat 
to national unity. They agreed with George 
Washington, who warned that parties would 
lead to “jealousies and false alarms.”

Opposing Factions Grow in the 
Cabinet Despite the President’s warning, 
factions, or opposing groups, grew up 
around two members of his Cabinet, 
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. 
The two men differed in both background 
and politics. Born in the West Indies, 
Hamilton had worked his way up from 

START UP
Study the illustration. What do you think people 
were reading about in newspapers in the 1790s? 
Write your thoughts in your  Active Journal.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• How did the government change during the 

early republic?
• In what ways did Hamilton’s and Jefferson’s 

views of government differ?
• How did political parties develop?
• What political tensions appeared during the 

election of 1796?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Compare and Contrast 
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal 
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary

faction
unconstitutional

Democratic  
 Republicans
Federalists

Academic 
Vocabulary

unify 
subsidize
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poverty. Hamilton believed that the wealthy and educated should 
control the government. He thought that supporting business and 
trade was the best way to improve the nation’s economy. Hamilton also 
favored Britain over France.

Unlike Hamilton, Jefferson came from a wealthy family of Virginia 
planters. He owned large plantations and enslaved African Americans. 
Despite his wealth, Jefferson believed that the government should 
represent ordinary white people, not just the wealthy and educated. 
Jefferson strongly believed that public education was necessary for a 
free republican society. Jefferson supported policies that favored small 
farmers rather than businessmen. He also favored France over Britain.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas Why did many Americans 
distrust political parties?

What Issues Divided Hamilton and Jefferson?
The disagreements between Hamilton and Jefferson were not just 
differences of opinion. Their quarrels were rooted in their different 
views about what was best for the new nation.

Foundations of the American Economy The two leaders differed 
on economic policy. Hamilton wanted the United States to model 
itself on Britain. The government, he thought, should encourage 
manufacturing and trade. He believed the government should 
subsidize the building of roads and canals to encourage commerce. 
He also favored the growth of cities and the merchant class.

Jefferson thought that farmers were the backbone of the new nation. 
“Cultivators of the earth,” he wrote, “are the most valuable citizens.”

Analyze Charts Thomas 
Jefferson and Alexander 
Hamilton held opposing 
views on many issues. 
Compare and Contrast 
How did Jefferson’s views 
on civil liberties differ from 
Hamilton’s?

Academic Vocabulary
unify • v., to bring together 
as one; to unite; to combine

subsidize • v., to help pay 
for the cost of something

Differing Views: Jefferson vs. Hamilton

HAMILTONJEFFERSON

• Wanted a strong central government

• Sympathetic to England

• Favored a national bank

• Thought the government should be controlled
   by the elite of society

• Opposed to protecting individual liberties by law

• Wanted to model the American government
   after the English government

• Wanted strong state governments

• Sympathetic to France

• Opposed a national bank

• Thought the government should be
   controlled by ordinary Americans

• Wanted liberties to be protected by law

• Believed the American government should
   not be modeled on the English government
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He feared that a manufacturing economy would corrupt the United 
States by concentrating power in the hands of wealthy Americans.

Federalism Hamilton and Jefferson also disagreed about the power 
of the federal government. Hamilton wanted the federal government 
to have greater power than state governments. A strong federal 
government, he argued, was needed to increase commerce. It would 
also be able to restrain mob violence like that of the Whiskey Rebellion. 
Earlier, he had written in his notes for a speech:

Primary Source

”The general government must, in this case, not 
only have a strong soul, but strong organs by which 
that soul is to operate.”

—Alexander Hamilton, Notes, June 18, 1787

In contrast, Jefferson wanted as small a federal government as possible, 
in order to protect individual freedom. He feared that a strong federal 
government might take over powers that the Constitution gave to 
the states.

Interpreting the Constitution Jefferson and Hamilton also clashed 
over the Bank of the United States. Jefferson worried that a national 
bank would give too much power to the government and to wealthy 
investors who would help run the bank.

Jefferson opposed the law setting up the bank. He claimed that it was 
unconstitutional, or not permitted by the Constitution. Nowhere 
did the Constitution give Congress the power to create a Bank, he 
argued. For Jefferson, any power not specifically given to the federal 
government belonged to the states.

Analyze Images Jefferson 
believed that farmers 
were the backbone of 
the nation. Hamilton 
believed in supporting 
manufacturing and trade 
in cities such as Boston 
and New York. Recognize 
Multiple Causes How do 
you think these two views 
resulted in these men 
having different points of 
view on how to run the 
U.S. government?

Early American 
Leaders

 INTERACTIVE
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Hamilton did not agree with Jefferson’s strict interpretation of the 
Constitution. He preferred a loose interpretation of the Constitution. 
The Constitution gave Congress the power to make all laws “necessary 
and proper” to carry out its duties. Hamilton argued that the Bank was 
necessary for the government to collect taxes and pay its bills.

Britain or France? Finally, the two leaders disagreed over foreign 
policy. Hamilton wanted close ties with Britain, because it was a 
major trading partner. Jefferson favored France, the first ally of the 
United States.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details How did Hamilton feel 
about division of power between the U.S. government and the states?

Political Parties Take Shape
At first, Hamilton and Jefferson clashed in private. Then Congress 
began to pass many of Hamilton’s programs. James Madison shared 
many of Jefferson’s views, and the two men decided to organize 
supporters of their views.

Analyze Political 
Cartoons In this cartoon, 
Congressman Matthew 
Lyon, a Democratic 
Republican, defends himself 
from Roger Griswold, a 
Federalist. Infer What does 
this cartoon suggest about 
the conflict between the 
parties?
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• Publishes
   essential
   information

• Accuracy

• Fairness

• Objectivity

• Enables open
   exchange of
   ideas

• Holds public
   officials
   accountable

• Investigates
   corruption

• Gives voice
   to citizens

Functions Responsibilities

Functions and Responsibilities of a Free Press

Jefferson and Madison moved cautiously at first. In 1791, they went 
to New York, telling people that they wanted to study its wildlife. In 
fact, Jefferson was interested in nature. Their main goal, though, was 
to meet with leading New York politicians such as Governor George 
Clinton and Aaron Burr, a fierce critic of Hamilton. Jefferson asked 
them to help defeat Hamilton’s program by convincing New Yorkers to 
vote for Jefferson’s supporters.

Republicans and Federalists Soon, leaders in other states 
were organizing to support either Hamilton or Jefferson. Jefferson’s 
supporters called themselves Democratic Republicans, often 
shortened to Republicans. Today’s Republican Party is not related to 
Jefferson’s party. The Jeffersonian Republicans included small farmers, 
artisans, and some wealthy planters in the South.

Hamilton and his supporters were called Federalists because they 
wanted a strong federal government. In fact, Jefferson wrote a letter to 
President Washington calling Hamilton and his supporters a “corrupt 
squadron” whose

Primary Source

“ultimate object . . . is to prepare the way for 
a change, from the present republican form of 
government, to that of a monarchy, of which the 
English constitution is to be the model.”

—Thomas Jefferson to George Washington, May 23, 1792

Federalists drew support mainly from merchants and manufacturers in 
such cities as Boston and New York. They also had the backing of some 
southern planters.

Take sides. Tell whether you 
would support Hamilton’s 
or Jefferson’s views on the 
role of government. Write 
your ideas in your  Active 
Journal.

Quick Activity

Analyze Charts A free 
press is essential to people 
living under a democratic 
form of government. 
Identify Cause and Effect 
What would be the effect 
if any of the functions or 
responsibilities of a free 
press were abandoned? 
Explain the consequences.
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JOHN ADAMS
Federalist

THOMAS PINCKNEY
Federalist

AARON BURR
Democratic
Republican

OTHERS

STATES’ ELECTORAL VOTES*
POPULAR VOTE FOR TOP TWO CANDIDATES*

ADAMS

JEFFERSON 31,115 (46.6%)

35,726 (53.4%)

Federalist votes are assigned to Adams; Democratic Republican votes are assigned 
to Jefferson. 

FEDERALIST

FEDERALIST

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont

Favored
strong federal
government

Supported
industry and

a national bank

Supported
building relations

with Britain

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

Favored states’
rights and a limited
federal government

Supported farming; 
opposed

a national bank

Supported
building relations

with France

KEY
ISSUES

National
versus state
governments

Economic
policy

Foreign
relations

Georgia, Kentucky, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia

*Maryland split its votes.

* Only 6 of 15 states held a direct popular vote; most limited 
 the vote to white male property owners. In other states, 
 legislators chose electors.

THOMAS 
JEFFERSON
Democratic
Republican

ELECTORAL
VOTE

70 needed
to win

71

68 59

30

48

THE ELECTION 1796OF

Newspapers Influence Public 
Opinion In the late 1700s, the number of 
American newspapers more than doubled. 
This growth met a demand for information.

A European visitor was surprised that 
so many Americans could read. “The 
common people . . . all read and write, and 
understand arithmetic,” he reported, and 
“almost every little town now furnishes a 
circulating library.”

As party rivalry grew, newspapers took sides. 
In the Gazette of the United States, publisher 
John Fenno backed Hamilton and the 
Federalists. Jefferson’s friend Philip Freneau 
(frih NOH) started a rival paper, the National 
Gazette, which supported Republicans.

Newspapers had great influence on public 
opinion. In stinging language, they raged 
against political opponents. Often, articles 
mixed rumor and opinion with facts. 
Emotional attacks and counterattacks fanned 
the flames of party rivalry.

▲ Philip Freneau’s newspaper the National Gazette 
presented a counterpart to John Fenno’s Federalist 
newspaper.

Analyze Charts Study the chart. Identify Main Ideas Which political party championed 
agriculture and campaigned against the establishment of a national bank? Which candidate 
finished third in the electoral vote tally?
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Choosing Washington’s 
Successor Political parties played 
a large role in the election of George 
Washington’s successor. In 1796, 
Democratic Republicans backed Thomas 
Jefferson for President and Aaron Burr 
for Vice President. Federalists supported 
John Adams for President and Thomas 
Pinckney for Vice President. The election 
had an unexpected outcome.

Under the Constitution, the person 
with the most electoral votes becomes 
President. At that time, the candidate 
with the next highest total was made 
Vice President. John Adams, a Federalist, 
won office as President. The leader of 
the Democratic Republicans, Thomas 
Jefferson, became Vice President.

Having the President and Vice President 
from opposing parties further increased 
political tensions. John Adams took office 
in March 1797 as the nation’s second 
President. Events soon deepened the 
distrust between him and Jefferson.

 READING CHECK  Summarize How 
did political parties begin in the 
United States?

▲ John Adams succeeded George Washington and 
became the second President of the United States in the 
election of 1796.

Practice Vocabulary
1. What factions developed despite 

Washington’s warnings?

2. What makes a law unconstitutional?

Critical Thinking and Writing
3. Compare and Contrast What were 

Hamilton’s and Jefferson’s views on the 
power of the federal government?

4. Draw Conclusions Why did Thomas 
Jefferson, who claimed to dislike political 
parties, lead the way in founding a party?

5. Summarize In the late 1700s, the number 
of newspapers in the United States 
increased greatly. What are the functions 
and responsibilities of a free press in a 
democracy?

6. Writing Workshop: Find and Use Credible 
Sources Choose reliable print and Internet 
sources that you will use for your research 
paper at the end of this Topic. List them in 
your  Active Journal. Take careful notes 
from your sources.

 Lesson Check
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Diary Entry

1Decide which statements are facts. Facts 
are based on evidence and can be proved 
true. Find two facts in the diary entry. How 
could you prove each statement is a fact? 
What questions will you ask as you examine 
each bit of information?

2Decide which statements are 
opinions. An opinion is a personal 
interpretation of an event. It reflects 
feelings, judgments, or beliefs. Find two 
opinions in the diary entry. How can you 
tell that each is an opinion? What questions 
will you ask as you examine whether a 
piece of information is an opinion?

3Recognize how the author mixes fact and 
opinion. Find a sentence that includes both 
a fact and an opinion. What is the fact? 
What is the opinion? Why do you think the 
author mixed facts and opinions? Who do 
you think the writer is addressing, and does 
that make a difference in the way the writer 
expresses his or her ideas?

Analysis Skills

Distinguish Fact From Opinion
Follow these steps to distinguish fact from opinion.

February 28

After dinner tonight, I finished reading today’s edition of the 
Gazette of the United States. The publisher of the newspaper is John 
Fenno. In my opinion, he is right to favor the Federalist leader, 
Alexander Hamilton. Of course, I am a merchant, and I agree with 
Hamilton’s support of trade and manufacturing. To me, it is a more 
worthwhile policy than Mr. Jefferson’s support of farmers.

I believe that I have Hamilton alone to thank for the National 
Bank. This Bank, established by Congress in 1791, has the power to 
make loans to businesses, such as my dry goods store. Of course, 
the federal bank is opposed by that friend of the states, Thomas 
Jefferson, who isn’t thinking of our country’s future. I only hope 
that Mr. Hamilton’s party wins the next election. Isaac Smith

— A fictional diary entry of a merchant living in colonial Philadelphia in the 1790s

Distinguish Between 
Fact and Opinion

 INTERACTIVE
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

GET READY TO READ

LESSON 3 

Presidents Adams and Jefferson 

No sooner had John Adams taken office than 
he faced a crisis with France. The French 
objected to Jay’s Treaty because they felt 
that it put the United States on the side of 
Britain. In 1797, French ships began to seize 
American ships in the West Indies, as the 
British had done.

Conflict With France
As the conflict between the two nations 
escalated, Americans once again called for 
war, this time against France. To avoid war, 
Adams sent diplomats to Paris to discuss the 
rights of neutral nations.

The XYZ Affair The French foreign 
minister, Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, 
did not deal directly with the Americans. 
Instead, he sent three agents to offer the 
Americans a deal. Before Talleyrand would 
even begin talks, the agents said, he wanted 
$250,000 for himself and a $10 million loan 
to France. “Not a sixpence!” replied one of 
the Americans, angrily. (A sixpence was a 
British coin worth six pennies.)

START UP
Examine this picture of the new capital of 
Washington, D.C. Make a prediction about events 
in the new capital in your  Active Journal.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• How did John Adams’s foreign policy compare 

with Washington’s foreign policy?
• What was the controversy over the Alien and 

Sedition Acts?
• What is the significance of the Supreme Court 

case Marbury v. Madison?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Identify Main Ideas  
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read this lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal 
to practice the vocabulary words.

laissez faire
judicial  
 review

Vocabulary

tribute
sedition
nullify
states’ rights

Academic Vocabulary

expel
constitute
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The diplomats informed Adams about the offer. He then told Congress. 
Adams referred to the agents only as X, Y, and Z.

Many Americans were outraged when news reached them about the XYZ 
Affair in 1798. (The affair had taken place in 1797, but it took time for 
news to cross the ocean by ship.) They took up the slogan, “Millions for 
defense, but not one cent for tribute!” They were willing to spend money 
to defend their country, but they would not pay a bribe to another nation.

The XYZ Affair ignited war fever in the United States. Despite strong 
pressure, Adams refused to ask Congress to declare war on France. Like 
Washington, he wanted to keep the country out of European affairs. 
However, he could not ignore French attacks on American ships, so he 
strengthened the navy by building frigates, fast-sailing ships with many 
guns. That move convinced France to stop attacking American ships.

Adams’s Foreign Policy Divides the Federalists Led by 
Hamilton, many Federalists criticized Adams. They hoped a war would 
weaken the Democratic Republicans, who supported France. War 
would also force the nation to build its military forces.

A strong military would increase federal power, a key Federalist goal. 
Many Federalists also favored Britain in its war against France.

Although Adams was a Federalist, he resisted Hamilton’s pressure for 
war. Their disagreement created a split in the Federalist party.

CONNECTIONS

Think about the XYZ Affair 
and Adams’s response to 
French attacks on ships. 
What do these events 
suggest about dealing 
with conflicts? Record your 
ideas in your  Active 
Journal.

Analyze Political 
Cartoons In this cartoon 
depicting the XYZ Affair, 
a five-headed monster 
demands a bribe from 
three Americans. Use 
Evidence What details 
in the cartoon reflect 
the cartoonist’s attitude 
toward the French?
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Over Hamilton’s opposition, Adams again sent 
diplomats to France. When they arrived, they 
found an ambitious young army officer, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, in charge. Napoleon was planning for 
war against several European powers. Thus, he had 
no time for a war with the United States. He signed 
an agreement to stop seizing American ships.

Like Washington, Adams kept the nation out of 
war. His actions showed his qualities of leadership 
and courage. His success, however, cost him the 
support of many Federalists and weakened the party 
for the election of 1800.

 READING CHECK  Summarize Why did many 
Federalists support a war with France?

What Were the Alien and Sedition Acts?
In 1798, during the crisis with France, Federalists pushed several 
laws through Congress. These laws were known as the Alien and 
Sedition Acts.

Under the Alien Act, the President could expel any alien, or foreigner, 
thought to be dangerous to the country. Another law made it harder 
for immigrants to become citizens. Before 1798, white immigrants 
could become citizens after living in the United States for five years. 
The new law made immigrants wait 14 years. The Federalists passed 
this act because many recent immigrants supported Jefferson and the 
Democratic Republicans. The act would keep these immigrants from 
voting for years.

The Democratic Republicans grew even angrier when Congress passed 
the Sedition Act. Sedition means stirring up rebellion against a 
government. Under this law, citizens could be fined or jailed if they 
criticized the government or its officials. In fact, several Democratic 
Republican newspaper editors, and even members of Congress, were 
fined and jailed for expressing their opinions.

Democratic Republicans protested that the Sedition Act violated the 
Constitution. The First Amendment, they argued, protected freedom of 
speech and of the press. Jefferson warned that the new laws threatened 
American liberties:

Primary Source

”They have brought into the lower house a sedition 
bill, which . . . undertakes to make printing certain 
matters criminal . . . Indeed this bill & the alien bill 
both are so [against] the Constitution as to show 
they mean to pay no respect to it.”

—Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 1798

▲ Representative 
Albert Gallatin opposed 
Federalists in their attempts 
to fund the fighting with 
France. Some believed that 
the Alien and Sedition Acts 
were written to remove 
Gallatin from power.

Academic Vocabulary
expel • v.,  to push or force 
out

Relations With 
France

 INTERACTIVE
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States Challenge the Federal 
Government Vice President Jefferson 
bitterly opposed the Alien and Sedition 
Acts. He could not ask the courts for help 
because the Federalists controlled them. 
So, he urged the states to take strong 
action against the acts. He argued that the 
states had the right to nullify, or cancel, 
a law passed by the federal government. 
In this way, states could resist the power of 
the federal government.

With help from Jefferson and Madison, 
Kentucky and Virginia passed resolutions 
in 1798 and 1799. The Kentucky and 
Virginia resolutions claimed that each 
state “has an equal right to judge for itself” 
whether a law is constitutional. If a state 
decides a law is unconstitutional, said the 
resolutions, it has the power to nullify that 
law within its borders. Jefferson wrote:

Primary Source

”Resolved, that the several 
states composing the United 
States of America, are not 
united on the principle of 
unlimited submission to 

their General Government; but that by compact 
under the style and title of a Constitution for the 
United States and of amendments thereto, they 
constituted a General Government for special 
purposes, delegated to that Government certain 
definite powers, reserving each state to itself, the 
residuary [remaining] mass of right to their own 
self Government; and that whensoever the General 
Government assumes undelegated powers, its acts 
are unauthoritative, void, and of no force. . . .”

—Thomas Jefferson, November 10, 1798

The Kentucky and Virginia resolutions raised the issue of states’ rights. 
Did the federal government have only those powers that were listed in 
the Constitution? If so, did the states possess all other powers?

Analyze Images The 
Kentucky Resolution 
declared that a state 
could nullify federal laws it 
deemed unconstitutional. 
Identify Cause and Effect 
Why did Jefferson and 
Madison urge states to pass 
such resolutions?

Academic Vocabulary
constitute • v., to set up; 
to establish
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AARON BURR
Democratic
Republican

CHARLES
PINCKNEY

Federalist

JOHN ADAMS
Federalist

STATES’ ELECTORAL VOTES*POPULAR VOTE FOR TOP TWO CANDIDATES*

JEFFERSON

ADAMS

41,33 0 (61.4%)

25,952  (28.6%)

The House of Representatives resolved the tie after 6 days and 36 ballots, and Thomas Jefferson 
became president. The Twelfth Amendment (ratified 1804) gave each Electoral College member 
one vote for president and one for vice president, reducing the likelihood of ties.

FEDERALIST

FEDERALIST

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, Rhode Island, Vermont

Supported it

Supported them
to limit power

of the Democratic
Republicans

Believed
common people
needed guidance

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

Opposed it

Opposed them
as a threat to

individual
liberty

Believed people
should govern

themselves

KEY
ISSUES

Standing
army

Alien and
Sedition

Acts

Attitude
toward

government

Georgia, Kentucky, New York, Sourth Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia

*Maryland, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina split their votes.

THOMAS 
JEFFERSON
Democratic
Republican

73

73 64

65

ELECTORAL
VOTE

70 needed
to win

* Only 6 of 15 states held a direct popular vote; most limited 
 the vote to white male property owners. In other states, 
 legislators chose electors.

THE ELECTION 1800OF

For example, could a state declare a federal law unconstitutional? 
Soon the Alien and Sedition Acts were changed or dropped.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas What did some states argue 
after the Alien and Sedition Acts became law?

Why Was the Presidential Election of 1800 
Important?
By 1800, the war cry against France was fading. As the election neared, 
Democratic Republicans focused on two issues. First, they attacked the 
Federalists for raising taxes to prepare for war. Second, they opposed 
the unpopular Alien and Sedition Acts.

Democratic Republicans backed Thomas Jefferson for President and 
Aaron Burr for Vice President. Despite the bitter split in the Federalist 
party, John Adams was again named its candidate.

Political Power Goes to a Different Party In the race for the 
presidency, Democratic Republicans won the popular vote. The electoral 
college was also dominated by Democratic Republicans. When the 
electoral college voted, Jefferson and Burr each received 73 votes. At the 
time, the electoral college did not vote separately for President and Vice 
President. Instead, the college voted for two candidates. The candidate 
winning the most votes became President, and the runner-up became 
Vice President. Because each Democratic Republican elector cast one 
vote for Jefferson and one vote for Burr, there was no clear winner.

Under the Constitution, if no candidate wins the electoral vote, the 
House of Representatives decides the election. After four days and 
36 votes, the tie was broken. The House chose Jefferson as President.

Analyze Graphs Study 
the data shown. Draw 
Conclusions What explains 
the controversy over the 
electoral system that 
erupted after the 1800 
presidential election?
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Burr became Vice President. The election of 1800 set an important 
precedent. From then until today, power has passed peacefully from 
one party to another.

Soon after, Congress passed the Twelfth Amendment. It required 
electors to hold separate votes for President and Vice President. The 
states ratified the amendment in 1804.

The Federalist Era Comes to a Close After 1800, the Federalist 
party slowly declined. Federalists won fewer seats in Congress. In 1804, 
the party was greatly weakened after its leader, Alexander Hamilton, 
was killed in a duel with Aaron Burr. Despite its early decline, the 
Federalist party did help shape the new nation. Even Democratic 
Republican Presidents kept most of Hamilton’s economic programs.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details Why did the House of 
Representatives have to decide the 1800 election?

How Did President Jefferson Redefine 
Government?
When Thomas Jefferson took office as the third President, some 
Federalists were worried about his political beliefs. They knew that he 
supported the French Revolution, and they feared that he might bring 
revolutionary change to the United States. They were also afraid that 
he might punish Federalists who had used the Alien and Sedition Acts 
to jail Democratic Republicans.

In his inaugural address, Jefferson tried to calm Federalists’ fears. 
He promised that, although the Democratic Republicans were in the 
majority, he would not treat the Federalists harshly. “The minority 
possess their equal rights, which equal laws must protect,” he said.

Analyze Images This 
painting shows Alexander 
Hamilton, at the right, 
about to lose his life in 
a duel with Aaron Burr 
in 1804. Infer What can you 
infer about the custom of 
dueling at this time, and 
why do you think it is an 
illegal act today?

Did you know?
 

Alexander Hamilton was 
against dueling. Three 
years earlier his own son 
had been killed in a duel 
on the same spot as the 
Hamilton-Burr duel.
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He called for an end to the political disputes of the past few years. 
“We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists,” the President 
stated conclusively.

Jefferson had no plan to punish Federalists. He did, however, want to 
change their policies. In his view, the Federalists had made the national 
government too large and too powerful.

Promoting a Free Market Economy One way Jefferson wanted 
to lessen government power was by reducing the federal budget. Such 
budget cuts would also keep the federal debt low. His Secretary of the 
Treasury, Albert Gallatin (GAL uh tin), helped him achieve this goal. 
A financial wizard, Gallatin reduced government spending through 
careful management.

Jefferson believed in an economic idea known as laissez faire (les 
ay FAYR), a French term for “let do,” meaning letting people do as 
they please. The idea of laissez faire was promoted by the Scottish 
economist Adam Smith.

In his book The Wealth of Nations, Smith argued in favor of a system 
of free markets, where goods and services are exchanged between 
buyers and sellers with as little government interference as possible. 
Free competition, Smith said, would benefit everyone, not just 
the wealthy.

Laissez-faire economists believed that government should play as small 
a role as possible in economic affairs. Laissez faire was very different 
from the Federalist idea of government. Alexander Hamilton, you 
recall, wanted government to promote trade and manufacturing.

Jefferson Scales Back Government Jefferson believed that the 
government should protect citizens' rights. Beyond that, he wanted the 
federal government to take a less active role. He cut the federal budget 
and decreased the size of government departments.

Analyze Images Thomas 
Jefferson rode a white 
horse into Washington, 
D.C., for his inauguration. 
Unlike Presidents before 
him, he walked from his 
hotel to his inauguration 
ceremony on March 4, 
1801. Draw Conclusions 
Why do you think riding a 
horse instead of taking a 
horse-drawn carriage was 
in keeping with Jefferson’s 
ideas about government?

▲ Adam Smith, in his 
1776 book, The Wealth 
of Nations, described 
details of a free enterprise 
economy.
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With the approval of Congress, he reduced the size of 
the army and navy. He also asked Congress to repeal the 
unpopular whiskey tax.

The Sedition Act expired the day before Jefferson took 
office. Jefferson hated the law, and he pardoned those 
who were in jail because of it. He also asked Congress 
to restore the law allowing foreign-born white people 
to become citizens after only a five-year waiting period.

Some Federalist Economic Policies 
Remain Jefferson did not discard all Federalist 
programs. On the advice of Albert Gallatin, he kept the 
Bank of the United States. The federal government also 
continued to pay off state debts, which it had taken over 
while Washington was President. In addition, Jefferson 
let many Federalists keep their government jobs.

 READING CHECK  Summarize How would you define 
Jefferson’s idea of government?

Landmark Supreme Court Cases
The election of 1800 gave Democratic Republicans control of Congress. 
Federalists, however, remained powerful in the courts.

Several months passed between Jefferson’s election and his 
inauguration. In that time, Federalists in the old Congress passed 
the Judiciary Act of 1801, increasing the number of federal judges. 
President Adams then appointed Federalists to fill these new judicial 
positions. When Jefferson took office, Jeffersonians repealed this part of 
the act, firing 16 Federalist judges.

One of the judges that Adams appointed was John Marshall, the Chief 
Justice of the United States. Like Jefferson, Marshall was a rich Virginia 
planter with a brilliant mind. Unlike Jefferson, however, Marshall 
was a staunch Federalist. He wanted to make the federal government 
stronger.

The framers of the Constitution expected the courts to balance the 
powers of the President and Congress. However, John Marshall found 
the courts to be much weaker than the other branches of government. 
In his view, it was not clear what powers the federal courts had.

The Issues Behind Marbury v. Madison  
In 1803, John Marshall showed courage and leadership by deciding a 
case that increased the power of the Supreme Court. The case involved 
William Marbury, one of the judges appointed by Adams. Adams made 
the appointment on his last night as President. The Republicans refused 
to accept this “midnight judge.” They accused Federalists of using 
unfair tactics to keep control of the courts. Jefferson ordered Secretary 
of State James Madison not to deliver the official papers confirming 
Marbury’s appointment.

▲ Chief Justice John 
Marshall, a Federalist, 
helped to strengthen 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
by establishing its 
power to declare laws 
unconstitutional.

Jefferson’s Goals 
and Policies

 INTERACTIVE
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Marbury sued Madison. According to the Judiciary Act of 1789, only the 
Supreme Court could decide a case that was brought against a federal 
official. Therefore, the case of Marbury v. Madison was tried before the 
Supreme Court.

The Significance of the Marbury v. Madison Decision The 
Supreme Court ruled against Marbury. Chief Justice Marshall wrote 
the decision, stating that the Judiciary Act was unconstitutional. 
The Constitution, Marshall argued, did not give the Supreme Court 
the right to decide cases brought against federal officials. Therefore, 
Congress could not give the Court that power simply by passing the 
Judiciary Act.

As a result of Marbury v. Madison, Congress had to amend, or change, 
the Judiciary Act to respond to the Supreme Court’s objections. The part 
of the Judiciary Act of 1789 that the Supreme Court rejected could no 
longer be law.

The Supreme Court’s decision in Marbury v. Madison set an important 
precedent. It gave the Supreme Court the power to decide whether 
laws passed by Congress were constitutional and to reject laws that 
it considered to be unconstitutional. This power of the Court is called 
judicial review.

The Reactions of Jefferson and 
Congress Jefferson was displeased 
with the decision. True, Marshall 
had ruled against Marbury, the 
Federalist judge.

But Marshall’s decision gave more 
power to the Supreme Court, where 
Federalists were still strong. Jefferson 
also argued that the decision upset 
the balance of power among the three 
branches of government.

Primary Source

”The opinion which gives to 
the judges the right to decide 
what laws are constitutional 
and what not, not only for 
themselves . . . but for the 
Legislature and Executive also 
. . . would make the Judiciary a 
[tyrannical] branch.”

—Thomas Jefferson, letter to Abigail 
Adams, 1804

Analyze Images These 
bronze doors lead into the 
Supreme Court chambers. 
The carved panels show 
important moments in 
legal history—including 
John Marshall discussing 
Marbury v. Madison. Draw 
Conclusions In what way 
do you think these bronze 
doors could be a symbol 
of rule of law in the United 
States?
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Jefferson did not want the judiciary to gain power over the executive 
branch. He refused the Court’s order to testify at an important trial, 
saying it would upset the equality of the branches. He also used 
executive privilege to decide which government papers to show the 
Court and which to withhold.

In 1810, a year after Jefferson left office, Marshall’s Supreme Court 
decided another landmark case involving judicial review. In Fletcher 
v. Peck, the Court ruled that the state of Georgia could not revoke a 
corrupt land sale. It was the first time the Court ruled a state law 
unconstitutional. By doing so, the Court also reinforced the idea that 
contracts cannot be broken.

In the end, the President and Congress accepted the right of the 
Court to overturn laws. Today, judicial review remains one of the most 
important powers of the Supreme Court.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas Why is the Supreme Court 
case Marbury v. Madison significant?

▲ This is the original 
Supreme Court chambers 
where Supreme Court cases 
were heard between 1810 
and 1860.

Practice Vocabulary
1. What is a laissez-faire economy?

2. How did judicial review increase the power 
of the Supreme Court?

Critical Thinking and Writing
3. Understand Effects How did the 

Federalists contribute to shaping the 
United States as we know it today?

4. Identify Cause and Effect What was the 
important change in the Constitution that 
was prompted by the results of the election 
of 1800?

5. Summarize What were President 
Jefferson’s economic policies?

6. Writing Workshop: Pick an Organizing 
Strategy Decide on an effective method 
of organizing the information you have 
gathered. Note this strategy in your  
 Active Journal.

 Lesson Check
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Primary Source

The Danbury Baptist Association wrote to President Jefferson, 
asking why he would not establish national days of fasting and 
thanksgiving, as previous presidents had done. Jefferson answered 
the letter in 1802. His carefully worded reply reflects his opinion 
about the separation of government and religion in the new 
nation.

“Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely 
between man & his god, that he owes account to none other for 
his faith or his worship, that the legitimate powers of government 
reach actions only, and not opinions, I contemplate with 
sovereign reverence that act of the whole American people which 
declared that their legislature should make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, 
thus building a wall of separation between church and state.”

— Thomas Jefferson, Jan. 1, 1802

1 Identify the context. If you know the 
history of the period when a document 
was written, you can better understand the 
writer’s point of view.

a. Why was this letter written?

b. How did the Bill of Rights settle the 
issue of an American national church?

2Identify the author’s main idea. Ask 
yourself what main point the author 
is making. What is the main idea of 
Jefferson’s letter?

3Look for key words and phrases. The 
writer may use words or phrases that 
strongly indicate the point of view being 
expressed. What is an example of a key 
word or phrase that sums up Jefferson’s 
point of view?

4Identify the author’s point of view. Ask 
how the writer feels about the subject. 
How does Jefferson feel about establishing 
a national day of fasting and thanksgiving?

5Relate the point of view to the 
context. Ask how the point of view was 
affected by historical context. 

a. Jefferson’s presidency began in 1801.
What actions did he take that give 
clues to his point of view about the 
government’s role?

b. How was Jefferson’s point of view 
influenced by the events of the time?

Analysis Skills

Detect Historical Points of View
Follow these steps to detect historical points of view. Compare Viewpoints

 INTERACTIVE
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

GET READY TO READ

A Changing Nation
LESSON 4

The United States overcame a number of 
challenges in its early years, including 
creating a stable economic system, setting 
up the courts, and defining the authority 
of the central government. As the economy 
continued to grow, Americans needed to 
protect their economic interests. The Louisiana 
Territory became a key part of this effort to 
expand the physical reach of the nation.

The Louisiana Purchase
The town of New Orleans was founded by the 
French. It lies at the mouth of the Mississippi 
River, where it empties into the Gulf of 
Mexico. By the early 1800s, it was the largest 
port in the South. President Jefferson feared 
that France would limit American access 
to New Orleans and the Mississippi River. 
To gain control of this important area, he 
decided to purchase it from the French.

Geography Shapes Domestic and 
Foreign Policy By 1800, almost one 
million Americans lived between the 
Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi 
River. Most were farmers.

START UP
Study the illustration of the Lewis and Clark 
expedition. Predict the significance of the 
expedition to the country in your  Active Journal.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• What was the reason for the Louisiana Purchase, 

and what were the results of it?
• Was the Louisiana Purchase constitutional?
• How did major western rivers play a role in the 

discoveries made by Lewis and Clark and Pike?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Analyze Text Structure  
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal  
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary

expedition
continental divide
impressment
embargo
smuggling

Academic Vocabulary

vital 
exceed
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Academic Vocabulary
vital • adj., extremely 
important

exceed • v.,  to go above 
and beyond

With few roads west of the Appalachians, western farmers relied on 
the Mississippi River to ship their wheat and corn. First, they sent 
their produce down the river to the city of New Orleans. From there, 
oceangoing ships carried the produce across the Gulf of Mexico, around 
Florida, and up to ports along the Atlantic coast.

Spain, which controlled New Orleans, sometimes threatened to close 
the port to Americans. In 1795, President Washington sent Thomas 
Pinckney to find a way to keep the vital port open. In the Pinckney 
Treaty Spain agreed to let Americans ship their goods down the 
Mississippi and store them in New Orleans.

For a time, Americans shipped their goods through New Orleans 
peacefully. In 1800, however, Spain signed a new treaty giving Louisiana 
back to the French. President Jefferson was alarmed. He knew that the 
French ruler, Napoleon Bonaparte, had already set out to conquer Europe. 
Would he now try to build an empire in North America?

Jefferson had reason to worry. Napoleon wanted to grow food in 
Louisiana and ship it to French islands in the West Indies. However, 
events in Haiti, a French colony in the Caribbean, soon ruined 
Napoleon’s plan. Inspired by the French Revolution, which in turn had 
been inspired by the American Revolution, enslaved Africans in Haiti 
decided to fight for their liberty. Toussaint L’Ouverture (too SAN loo 
vehr TYOOR) led the revolt. By 1801, Toussaint and his followers had 
nearly forced the French out of Haiti.

Napoleon sent troops to retake Haiti. Although the French captured 
Toussaint, they did not regain control of the island. In 1804, Haitians 
declared their independence.

Negotiations for Louisiana Jefferson sent Robert Livingston and 
James Monroe to buy New Orleans and West Florida from Napoleon. 
Jefferson said they could offer as much as $10 million. Livingston and 
Monroe negotiated with Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, the French 
foreign minister. At first, Talleyrand showed little interest in their 
offer. However, losing Haiti caused Napoleon to give up his plan 
for an empire in the Americas. He also needed money to pay 
for his costly wars in Europe. Suddenly, Talleyrand asked 
Livingston if the United States wanted to buy all of Louisiana, 
not just New Orleans.

The question surprised Livingston. He offered $4 million. 
“Too low,” replied Talleyrand. “Reflect and see 
me tomorrow.”

Livingston and Monroe carefully debated the matter. They 
had no authority to buy all of Louisiana or to exceed $10 
million. However, they knew that Jefferson wanted control of 
the Mississippi.

They agreed to pay the French $15 million for Louisiana. “This 
is the noblest work of our whole lives,” declared Livingston when 
he signed the treaty. “From this day the United States take their place 
among the powers of the first rank.”

▼ Toussaint L’Ouverture 
led a revolt by enslaved 
Africans to win 
independence from France 
for Haiti.
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Does the President Have the Power to Buy Land? Jefferson 
hailed the news from France. Still, he was not sure whether the 
President of the United States had the power to purchase Louisiana. He 
had always insisted that the federal government had only those powers 
spelled out in the Constitution. The document said nothing about a 
President having the power to buy land. Jefferson wrote:

Primary Source

“The General Government has no powers but such 
as the Constitution has given it; and it has not given 
it a power of holding foreign territory, & still less of 
incorporating it into the Union. An amendment of 
the Constitution seems necessary for this.”

—Thomas Jefferson to John Dickinson, August 9, 1803

In the end, Jefferson decided that he did have the authority to buy 
Louisiana. The Constitution, he reasoned, allowed the President to make 
treaties, and buying the Louisiana territory was part of a treaty. Federalists 
opposed the purchase as unconstitutional and feared it would weaken the 
other states. But the Democratic Republicans supported it, and the Senate 
approved the treaty. The Louisiana Purchase went into effect. In 1803, the 
United States took control of the vast lands west of the Mississippi. With 
one stroke, the size of the nation had almost doubled.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect Why did Jefferson want 
to gain control of New Orleans?

Explore the importance of 
the western rivers in your 

 Active Journal.

Quick Activity

Analyze Images This 
painting of New Orleans 
was made to celebrate the 
Louisiana Purchase in 1803. 
Read the banner. Identify 
Supporting Details Why 
do you think the city of 
New Orleans was hopeful 
it would prosper under the 
U.S. government?
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How Did Americans Explore These New Lands?
Few Americans knew anything about the Louisiana territory. In 1803, 
Congress provided money for a team of explorers to study the new 
lands. Jefferson chose Meriwether Lewis, his private secretary, to head 
the expedition, or long voyage of exploration. Lewis asked William 
Clark to go with him. Jefferson asked Lewis and Clark to map a route 
to the Pacific Ocean. He also told them to study the geography of the 
territory, including the rivers:

Primary Source

“The object of your mission is to explore the 
Missouri river, & such principal stream of it as by 
[its] course and communication with the waters of 
the Pacific ocean whether the Columbia, Oregon, 
Colorado or any other river may offer the most 
direct & practicable water communication across 
this continent for the purposes of commerce.”

—Thomas Jefferson, letter to Meriwether Lewis, 1803

Jefferson also instructed Lewis and Clark to learn about the 
American Indian nations who lived in the Louisiana Purchase. 
These American Indians carried on a busy trade with English, 
French, and Spanish merchants. Jefferson hoped that the 
Indians might trade with American merchants instead. He 
urged Lewis and Clark to tell the Indians of “our wish to be 
neighborly, friendly, and useful to them.”

For $15 million, Jefferson 
added the Louisiana 
Purchase to land owned by 
the United States.

1. Location What foreign 
territories bordered the 
Louisiana Purchase?

2. Synthesize Visual 
Information How did 
the Louisiana Purchase 
change the territory of 
the United States?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS

Expansion and 
Exploration

 INTERACTIVE
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Route of Lewis and Clark

The Expedition Begins Dozens of adventurous young 
men eagerly competed to join the expedition. Lewis and Clark 
judged volunteers on the basis of their character, strength, 
hunting skills, and ability to survive in the wilderness. In the 
end, about 50 men made up the “Corps of Discovery.”

In May 1804, Lewis and Clark started up the Missouri River from 
St. Louis. At first, the expedition’s boats made slow progress 
against the Missouri’s swift current. One night, the current tore 
away the riverbank where they were camping. The party had to 
scramble into the boats to avoid being swept downstream.

Exploring the Plains Eventually the expedition reached the 
plains of the Midwest. Lewis and Clark marveled at the broad, 
grassy plains that stretched “as far as the eye can reach.” 
Everywhere, they saw “immense herds of buffalo, deer, elk, 
and antelope.”

As they traveled across the plains, the expedition met people of various 
American Indian nations. Lewis and Clark had brought many gifts for 
American Indians, such as “peace medals” stamped with the United 
States seal. They also brought mirrors, beads, knives, blankets, and 
thousands of sewing needles and fishhooks.

During the first winter, Lewis and Clark stayed with the Mandans in 
present-day North Dakota. The explorers planned to continue up the 
Missouri in the spring. The members of the expedition built a fort to 
live in over the winter. They took the opportunity to repair equipment 
in preparation for spring’s new challenges.

The Lewis and Clark 
expedition helped 
Americans learn more 
about western lands.

1. Interaction What natural 
feature did Lewis and 
Clark use to help them 
travel through the 
Louisiana Purchase and 
Oregon Country?

2. Draw Conclusions 
How might westward 
expansion lead to conflict 
with other nations?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
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The Mandans lived along the upper Missouri River. They grew 
corn, beans, and squash, and hunted buffalo. During the winter, 
they helped the explorers find food and hunt buffalo. They also 
traded with the expedition members.

Staying with the Mandans was a woman named Sacajawea (sak 
uh juh WEE uh). Sacajawea belonged to the Shoshone (shoh 
SHOH nee) people, who lived in the Rockies. She and her French 
Canadian husband agreed to accompany Lewis and Clark as 
translators. Sacajawea carried her baby with her on the journey.

Crossing the Rocky Mountains In early spring, the party 
set out again. In the foothills of the Rockies, the landscape and 
wildlife changed. Bighorn sheep ran along the high hills. The 
thorns of prickly pear cactus jabbed the explorers’ moccasins. 
Once, a grizzly bear chased Lewis while he was exploring alone.

Crossing the Rocky Mountains meant crossing the Continental 
Divide. A continental divide is a ridge that separates river 
systems flowing toward opposite sides of a continent. In North 
America, some rivers flow east from the crest of the Rockies into 
the Mississippi, which drains into the Gulf of Mexico. Other rivers 
flow west from the Rockies and empty into the Pacific Ocean.

Past the Rockies, Lewis and Clark would be able to travel by river 
toward the Pacific. But to cross the Continental Divide, they needed 
horses. They began looking for the Shoshone, who had been using 
horses since Europeans had brought them to the Americas.

Finally, Lewis and Clark met some Shoshones. One of them was 
Sacajawea’s brother, whom she had not seen for many years. Upon 
seeing her own people, wrote Clark, she began to “dance and show 
every mark of the most extravagant joy.” The Shoshones supplied the 
expedition with the food and horses Lewis and Clark needed. They also 
advised the explorers about the best route to take over the Rockies.

▲ On his expedition, 
William Clark encountered 
new people, animals, and 
land features. He drew this 
illustration of a trout.

SACAJAWEA
Shoshone Guide (1786?–1812)

• She was a teenager when she guided Lewis and Clark.

• Finding edible plants, Sacajawea helped feed the members of the 
expedition.

• Through quick action, she saved valuable supplies from floating 
downstream when a boat capsized.

• After the expedition, she moved to St. Louis, but then returned 
to live in the West.

• Her children were adopted by William Clark when she died.

Critical Thinking  What words describe the help Sacajawea gave to the Lewis and Clark 
expedition?

5Things to Know About
BIOGRAPHYBIOGRAPHY
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Reaching the Pacific After building canoes, Lewis and 
Clark’s party floated toward the Columbia River into the Pacific 
Northwest. Finally, on November 7, 1805, Clark wrote in his 
journal, “Great joy in camp. We are in view of the ocean, this 
great Pacific Ocean which we have been so long anxious to 
see.” Lewis and Clark had reached their goal. Viewing the 
Pacific from present-day Oregon, Lewis and Clark claimed the 
region for the United States by right of discovery.

The return trip to St. Louis took another year. In 1806, Americans 
celebrated the return of Lewis and Clark. The explorers brought 
back much useful information about the land and major 
rivers now part of the United States. The Mississippi, Missouri, 
Columbia, and Rio Grande rivers would provide settlers routes 
and a great natural resource as they moved west in later years.

Pike’s Expedition Before Lewis and Clark returned, Jefferson sent 
another explorer, Zebulon Pike, to explore the southwestern part of 
the Louisiana Purchase. Pike set out from St. Louis. From 1805 to 1807, 
he explored the upper Mississippi River, the Arkansas River, and parts 
of present-day Colorado and New Mexico. In November 1806, Pike 
viewed a mountain peak rising above the Colorado plains. Today, this 
mountain is known as Pikes Peak.

Continuing southward, Pike entered Spanish territory. Spanish troops 
soon arrested Pike and his men and took them into present-day Mexico. 
The Americans were later escorted through Texas back into the United 
States. The Spanish took Pike’s maps and journals, but he was able to 
hide one map in the barrel of his gun. His report on the expedition 
greatly expanded Americans’ knowledge about the Southwest.
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Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition took them into 
the northwest, where they 
established campsites. 
Zebulon Pike also explored 
the Louisiana Purchase, as 
well as Spanish territory.

1. Interaction What 
prominent geographic 
feature may have 
influenced Pike’s route?

2. Summarize Summarize 
Pike’s expeditions.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
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The journeys of Pike and Lewis and Clark excited Americans. However, 
settlers did not move into the rugged western lands for a number of years. 
As you will read, they first settled the region closest to the Mississippi 
River. Soon, the territory around New Orleans had a large enough 
population of American citizens for the settlers to apply for statehood. 
In 1812, this territory entered the Union as the state of Louisiana.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details Why did President 
Jefferson want Lewis and Clark to treat American Indians fairly on 
their journey?

Challenges to American Shipping
After the Revolution, American overseas trade grew rapidly. Ships 
sailed from New England on voyages that sometimes lasted three years. 
President Jefferson’s foreign policy during this time centered around 
protecting American shipping.

An Era of Trade Wherever they went, Yankee captains kept a sharp 
lookout for new goods and new markets. Clever traders sawed winter ice 
from New England ponds into blocks, packed it in sawdust, and carried it 
to India. There, they traded the ice for silk and spices. In 1784, the Empress 
of China became the first American ship to trade with China. New England 
merchants quickly built up a profitable China trade.

More than ten years before Lewis and Clark, Yankee merchants sailed 
up the Pacific coast of North America. So many traders from Boston 
visited the Pacific Northwest that American Indians there called every 
white man “Boston.” Traders bought furs from American Indians and 
sold them for large profits in China.

Analyze Images 
American trading ships in 
the late 1700s and early 
1800s began trading 
with China. One route 
took them around the 
tip of South America. 
Another took them around 
Africa. Synthesize Visual 
Information What details 
in the picture indicate that 
China traded with more 
than one country?
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Jefferson Protects U.S. Ships Traders ran 
great risks, especially in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Pirates from the Barbary States, countries along 
the coast of North Africa, attacked passing 
vessels. To protect American ships, the United 
States paid a yearly tribute to rulers of the 
Barbary States such as Tripoli.

In 1801, Tripoli increased its demands for 
tribute. When Jefferson refused to pay, Tripoli 
declared war on the United States. Jefferson 
then ordered the navy to blockade the port of 
Tripoli, a city in northern Africa.

During the blockade, the American ship 
Philadelphia ran aground near Tripoli. Pirates 
boarded the ship and hauled the crew off 
to prison. The pirates planned to use the 
Philadelphia to attack other ships.

To prevent this, American naval officer Stephen 
Decatur and his crew quietly sailed into Tripoli 
harbor by night. They then set the captured 
American ship on fire.

In the meantime, American marines landed 
on the coast of North Africa, marched 500 
miles, and, with the help of allies, successfully 
captured, the port of Derna. However, during 
the fight, the ruler of Tripoli signed a treaty 
promising not to interfere with American ships.

Caught Between France and Britain American ships faced 
another problem. Britain and France went to war again in 1803. At 
first, Americans profited from the conflict. British and French ships 
were too busy fighting to engage in trade. American merchants eagerly 
traded with both sides. As profits increased, Americans hurried to build 
new ships.

Neither Britain nor France wanted the United States to sell supplies to 
its enemy. As in the 1790s, they ignored American claims of neutrality. 
Napoleon seized American ships bound for England. At the same time, 
the British stopped Yankee traders on their way to France. Between 
1805 and 1807, hundreds of American ships were captured.

Needing more sailors, the British navy stepped up impressment, the 
practice of forcing people into service. In Britain, impressment gangs 
raided English villages and took young men to serve in the navy. On 
the seas, British ships stopped American vessels, seizing any British 
sailors serving on American ships. Many American-born sailors were 
also impressed. Furious Americans clamored for war.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect Why were Britain and 
France seizing American ships?

Analyze Images This 
illustration shows American 
sailors being impressed, 
or taken by force, into the 
British navy. Use Evidence 
How do you think American 
sailors who were impressed 
on British ships were 
treated?
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VALUE OF U.S. EXPORTS (IN MILLIONS)

1804 1805 1806 1807 1808 1809 1810

$96$78
$102 $108

$22
$52 $67

Sources: U.S. Senate and House of Representatives; Douglas A. Irwin, Review of International Economics; Historical Statistics of the United States

JEFFERSON'S 
CONGRESSIONAL

SUPPORT

128
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

48
FEDERALIST

PASSING THE EMBARGO

82 YEA

45 NAY

JEFFERSON ASKS FOR 
AN EMBARGO

RETAINING THE EMBARGO

35 YEA

82 NAY

CONGRESS REACTS TO 
THE LOSS IN TRADE

PARTY MAJORITY
INCREASES

144
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLICAN

32
FEDERALIST

AMERICA IMPOSES A TRADE EMBARGO

CONNECTIONSA Ban on Trade
Jefferson knew that the small American fleet was no match for the 
powerful British navy. Like Washington and Adams, he sought a foreign 
policy that would avoid war.

An Embargo on Foreign Trade Jefferson hoped that an American 
embargo, or ban on trade, would hurt France and Britain by cutting 
off needed supplies. “Our trade is the most powerful weapon we can 
use in our defense,” one Democratic-Republican newspaper wrote. 
In 1807, Jefferson persuaded Congress to impose a total embargo on 
foreign trade. This meant that American traders could not receive 
goods from European traders, and American traders could not ship 
their goods to Europe.

The Embargo Act did hurt Britain and France. But it hurt Americans 
even more. Supplies of imports such as sugar, tea, and molasses were 
cut off. Exports dropped by more than $80 million in one year. Docks 
in the South were piled high with cotton and tobacco. The Embargo Act 
hurt New England merchants most of all.

Merchants protested loudly against the embargo. Some turned to 
smuggling, importing or exporting goods in violation of trade 
laws. Jefferson began using the navy and federal troops to enforce 
the embargo. On the border between New York and Canada, some 
smugglers engaged in skirmishes with federal troops.

The two political parties had different points of view on the embargo. 
Democratic Republicans mostly supported the embargo as a way to 
protect the country and punish France and Britain. Most Federalists 
opposed the embargo as damaging to the economy.

 Analyze Graphs Study the 
data in the chart. Identify 
Cause and Effect Which 
data explain why Congress 
canceled Jefferson’s 
Embargo Act in 1809?

Think about the pros 
and cons of Jefferson’s 
decision to place an 
embargo on French and  
British goods. Then write 
in your  Active Journal 
whether his actions 
could start a war.  
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Congress Replaces the 
Embargo In 1809, Jefferson 
admitted that the Embargo Act 
had failed. Congress replaced it 
with the milder Nonintercourse 
Act. It allowed Americans to 
carry on trade with all nations 
except Britain and France. The 
Embargo Act had decreased 
support for the Democratic 
Republican party, as Americans 
hurt by the policy turned to the 
Federalists instead. Federalists 
favored maintaining closer 
relations with Britain.

They wanted to build ties with 
Britain because Britain was 
the main trading partner of 
the United States, and the 
powerful British navy could 
protect American merchants.

Although the embargo was the most unpopular measure of Jefferson’s 
presidency, the Democratic Republicans still remained strong. Following 
President Washington’s precedent, Jefferson refused to run for a third term. 
Democratic Republican James Madison easily won the 1808 presidential 
election. Madison hoped that Britain and France would soon agree to 
respect American neutrality.

 READING CHECK  Understand Effects Why did Americans turn 
against the Embargo Act?

Practice Vocabulary
1. How is a continental divide related to rivers?

2. Why did impressment make Americans 
angry?

Critical Thinking and Writing 
3. Explain an Argument Why did Jefferson, 

who believed in a strict interpretation of 
the Constitution, decide that the President 
had the power to buy land when that was 
not mentioned in the Constitution?

4. Compare and Contrast How were the 
Lewis and Clark expedition and the Pike 
expedition similar and different?

5. Understand Effects Why was the Embargo 
Act so unpopular?

6. Writing Workshop: Support Thesis with 
Details Gather and include specific details 
in your  Active Journal to use in the 
research paper you write at the end of this 
Topic.

 Lesson Check

Image Filename:  
MGAH19_SE_T05L04_R2045812.jpg

Silhouette image and either fix (so that 
it’s not cut off) or remove shadow below 
object. 

Analyze Images Trade 
with China introduced 
Americans to fine porcelain, 
silks, and silver made by 
Chinese craftspeople for 
the Western market. Draw 
Conclusions What effect do 
you think the China trade 
had on people living in the 
United States?
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William Clark and Meriwether 
Lewis, Journals
As Lewis and Clark traveled through the American West on 
their expedition, each took notes about what they observed 
and explored. ▶ William Clark drew this bird and many other 

animals and plants in the expedition diary. 

  Primary Sources

William Clark, August the 1st 1804   
a fair morning Despatched [Dispatched] two men after the horses lost 
yesterday, . . . The Prarie [prairie] which is Situated below our Camp is 
above the 1  high water leavel [level] and rich Covered with Grass from 
5 to 8 feet high intersperced [interspersed] with Copse of Hazel, Plumbs, 
Currents [currants] (like those of the U.S.) Rasberries [raspberries] &  
Grapes of Dift.[different] Kinds. also produceing [producing] a Variety  
of Plants and flowers not Common in the United States 2

Meriwether Lewis, May 1st 1806
the courses and distances of this day are 3  N. 45 E. 9 M. and 
N. 75 E. 17 M. along the Northern side of this creek to our 
encampment. some time after we had encamped three young men 
arrived from the 4  Wallahwollah village bringing with them a steel 
trap belonging to one of our party which had been negligently left 
behind; . . . during our stay with them they several times found the 
knives of the men which had been carelessly lossed [lost] by them and 
returned them. 5  I think we can justly affirm to the honor of these 
people that they are the most hospitable, honest, and sincere people 
that we have met with in our voyage.

Analyzing Primary Sources
Cite specific evidence from the documents to support your 
answers.

1. Cite Evidence Recall what Jefferson asked Lewis and Clark to 
do regarding the American Indians they met. Did they fulfill that 
request? Support your answer.

2. Analyze Style and Rhetoric What words does Lewis use to describe 
the behavior of the members of the expedition?

Reading and 
Vocabulary Support

1  What does “high 
water level” tell you 
about where Lewis and 
Clark are traveling?

2  How might the 
information in Clark’s 
journal interest possible 
settlers?

3  Lewis is giving the 
geographic coordinates 
that tell where they are 
and how far they have 
traveled.

4  The Wallahwollahs 
were an American 
Indian group.

5  What is Lewis 
complimenting the 
Wallahwollahs for?
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

GET READY TO READ

Madison and the War of 1812 
LESSON 5

About 900,000 white settlers moved west of 
the Appalachians between 1790 and 1810. 
Some American Indian groups resented 
these newcomers, who built farms on their 
lands and hunted the animals they needed 
for food. The settlers ignored treaties that 
the United States had signed with American 
Indian nations of the region.

What Caused Conflict in Ohio?
Fighting often broke out between these 
American Indian groups and the settlers. 
Isolated acts of violence led to larger acts 
of revenge. As both sides killed innocent 
people, warfare spread. In Ohio, Little 
Turtle of the Miamis and Blue Jacket of the 
Shawnees organized a resistance movement 
in 1791. Armed with British muskets and 
gunpowder, the Miamis and Shawnees drove 
white settlers from the area.

President Washington had sent General 
Anthony Wayne into Ohio in 1794. Forces 
from the Delaware, Miami, Iroquois, 
Wabash, and others gathered at a place 
called Fallen Timbers.

START UP
Study the illustration of the British burning 
Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812. Scan 
the lesson images and captions, then write in your 
 Active Journal a reason why the United States 
went to war.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• Why was there conflict between white settlers 

and American Indians during the early 1800s?
• What were the causes of the War of 1812?
• What were the key events and consequences of 

the War of 1812?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Sequence 
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal 
to practice the vocabulary words.

Vocabulary

confederation
War Hawks
nationalism

Academic Vocabulary

decisive 
commence
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They thought that Wayne would have trouble fighting there because 
fallen trees covered the land. But Wayne’s well-trained army pushed 
through the tangle of logs and defeated the American Indians.

Treaties Are Made In 1795, leaders of the Miami and other 
American Indian nations signed the Treaty of Greenville. They gave 
up land that would later become part of Ohio. In return, they received 
$20,000 and the promise of more money if they kept the peace.

The Treaty of Greenville was one of more than 300 treaties made between 
the U.S. government and American Indians during the early republic. 
The treaties were one method that the U.S. government used to gain land 
from Native Americans for whites to settle on. In return for American 
Indian acceptance of the treaty’s terms, the 
government gave American Indian nations a sum of 
money and, in some instances, equipment. In return 
for American Indian acceptance of the treaty’s 
terms, the government gave Native American 
nations a sum of money and, in some instances, 
equipment. The treaties’ terms almost always 
involved Native Americans giving up claims to the 
land on which they depended for survival. Also, 
the U.S. government often violated treaties by not 
stopping citizens from settling beyond treaty lands. 

Tecumseh’s Confederation Confronts the 
New Republic Ohio joined the Union in 1803. 
By then, white settlers were pushing beyond 
Ohio into the Indiana Territory. Angry Shawnees, 
Kickapoos, and Ottawas vowed to keep settlers 
from taking more American Indian land. They 
included two Shawnee leaders: Tecumseh and 
his brother Tenskwatawa (ten SKWAH tuh wuh), 
a religious leader also called the Prophet. The 
Kickapoo, Ottawa, Chippewa, and Piankashaw 
joined with the Shawnee leaders. The Miami 
initially remained neutral.

The Wyandot, Seneca, and Delaware stayed 
allied with the United States. So did the 
Choctaw, Cherokee, Chickasaw, and some 
groups of Creek.

The U.S. government had treaties with several 
of these American Indian groups that said both 
sides would cease fighting. The treaties kept 
these groups from rallying together against the 
United States.

A New Settlement in Indiana Territory  
The Prophet and Tecumseh taught that white 
customs corrupted the American Indian way 
of life. They said that many American Indians 
depended too much on white trade goods. 

American Indians lost their lands through 
“sales,” treaties, and force.

1. Movement In which direction were 
American Indians pushed because of 
the loss of their land?

2. Infer Why do you think American 
Indians gave up these lands?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
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These included muskets, cloth, cooking pots, and whiskey. They 
believed that by returning to their old ways, American Indians could 
gain the power to resist the white invaders.

In 1808, the Prophet built a village for his followers along Tippecanoe 
Creek in Indiana Territory. American Indians from lands as far away as 
present-day Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota traveled to Prophetstown to 
hear his message.

Tecumseh worked to organize the groups of the Northwest into a 
confederation, or alliance with a shared military command. He 
called for unity against settlers:

Primary Source

“The whites have driven us from the great salt 
water, forced us over the mountains. . . . The way, 
the only way, to check and stop this evil is for all 
red men to unite in claiming a common equal right 
in the land.”

—Tecumseh, quoted in Tecumseh: Vision of Glory (Tucker)

Tecumseh impressed white leaders. Governor William Henry Harrison 
grudgingly admitted, “He is one of those uncommon geniuses which 
spring up occasionally to produce revolutions and overturn the 
established order of things.”

A Major Battle at Tippecanoe Rivalries among American Indian 
nations kept Tecumseh from uniting all Indians east of the Mississippi 
River. Still, white settlers were alarmed at his success.

TECUMSEH
Shawnee Leader and Orator (1768–1813)

• He led American Indian resistance to white settlement in the 
Ohio River Valley.

• At age 14, he fought with the British against colonists in the 
American Revolution.

• By supporting a confederation of American Indian groups, he 
strengthened their forces to fight the U.S. military.

• His outstanding speaking skills were admired by American Indians 
and whites.

• He spoke out against cruelty on both sides of conflicts between 
American Indians and the U.S. government.

Critical Thinking  Of people living today or in the recent past, who could you say has leadership 
skills similar to those of Tecumseh? Explain your reasoning.

5Things to Know About
BIOGRAPHYBIOGRAPHY
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In 1811, Harrison marched 1,000 soldiers against Prophetstown on 
the Tippecanoe Creek. The Prophet was in charge. Tecumseh was away 
trying to organize Indians in the South. The Prophet led a surprise 
night attack on Harrison’s troops. Both sides suffered heavy losses in 
the Battle of Tippecanoe.

In the end, Harrison’s troops defeated the Prophet’s forces and 
destroyed Prophetstown. Whites celebrated the battle as a major victory. 
Still, Tecumseh and his followers continued to resist white settlement.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details Why did Tecumseh 
advise many American Indians to stop trading with the settlers?

What Were the Causes of the War of 1812?
Fighting with American Indians hurt relations between the United 
States and Britain. The British were supplying guns and ammunition to 
the American Indians on the frontier. They also encouraged Indians to 
attack U.S. settlements.

Meanwhile, the ban on trade with Britain and France expired. Congress 
then authorized President Madison to make a tantalizing offer. If either 
the British or French stopped seizing American ships, the United States 
would reopen trade with that nation. Napoleon quickly announced 
that France would respect American neutrality. Britain did not respond 
to the offer. As promised, the United States resumed trade with France, 
but continued to ban all shipments to or from Britain.

A Push for War While Madison did not want war, other Americans 
were not as cautious. In New England, antiwar feelings ran strong. 
However, members of Congress from the South and the West called for 
war. They were known as War Hawks.

Indian Lands Lost 
by 1810

 INTERACTIVE

Analyze Images Both 
sides suffered heavy 
losses, but General 
Henry Harrison’s troops 
were able to destroy 
Prophetstown during the 
Battle of Tippecanoe in 
1811. Summarize How 
does the image confirm 
or refute that there were 
heavy losses on both sides 
in this battle?
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War Hawks were stirred by a strong sense of nationalism, or devotion 
to one’s country. War Hawks felt that Britain was treating the United 
States as if it were still a British colony. They were willing to fight a war 
to defend American rights.

The most outspoken War Hawk was Henry Clay of Kentucky. Clay 
wanted to punish Britain for seizing American ships. He also hoped to 
conquer Canada. “The militia of Kentucky are alone [able] to place 
Montreal and Upper Canada at your feet,” Clay boasted to Congress.

War Hawks saw other advantages of war with Britain. If Americans 
went to war with Britain, War Hawks said, the United States could seize 
Florida from Britain’s ally, Spain. They also pointed out that Britain 
was arming American Indians on the frontier and encouraging them to 
attack settlers. The War Hawks felt that winning a war against Britain 
would bring lasting safety to settlers on the frontier.

War Is Declared The United States and Britain drifted closer to 
war as the security of American ships remained an issue. The British 
continued to board American ships and impress American seamen. To 
cut off American trade with France, British warships blockaded some 
American ports. In May 1811, near New York Harbor, a battle broke 
out between an American frigate and a British ship. The Americans 
crippled the British ship and left 32 British sailors dead or wounded.

War Hawks urged Congress to prepare for war. Other members of 
Congress disagreed. John Randolph of Virginia warned that the 
people of the United States would “not submit to be taxed for this war 
of conquest and dominion.” Representatives of New England were 
especially concerned. They feared that the British navy would attack 
New England seaports.

Analyze Images British 
soldiers like these reenactors 
fought side-by-side with 
their allies, American Indians 
living on the frontier. 
Identify Implied Main 
Ideas What did American 
Indian allies stand to gain 
by fighting with the British 
against the Americans?
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Source: Library of Congress

Sources: Donald R. 
Hickey, War of 1812; 
U.S. Naval Institute

CAUSES
British interfere with 
American shipping.

British kidnap 
American sailors.

Americans believe 
British are persuading 
American Indians to 
fight settlers.

Some members 
of Congress 
(War Hawks) 
want U.S. expansion 
into Canada.
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FIRST DECLARATION

OF WAR

HOUSE

SENATE
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62% 38%

59% 41%

PREPAREDNESS FOR WAR

UNITED STATES BRITAIN
10,000
BRITISH & CANADIAN TROOPS

12,000
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584
WARSHIPS

17
WARSHIPS

4,000
SAILORS

1,800
MARINES

31,000
MARINES

140,000
SAILORS (WORLDWIDE)

THE WAR OF 1812

At last, President Madison gave in to war fever. In June 
1812, he asked Congress to declare war on Britain. The 
House and Senate both voted in favor of war. Americans 
would soon learn, though, that declaring war was easier 
than winning.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details Who were 
the War Hawks?

Early Events in the War of 1812
The American declaration of war took the British by surprise. They 
were locked in a bitter struggle with Napoleon and could not spare 
troops to fight the United States. As the war commenced, however, the 
United States faced difficulties of its own.

The Difficulties of Building a Military The United States was not 
ready for war. Because Jefferson had reduced spending on defense, 
the navy had only 17 ships to meet the huge British fleet. The army 
was small and ill equipped, and many of the officers knew little about 
warfare. “The state of the army,” said a member of Congress, “is enough 
to make any man who has the smallest love of country wish to get rid of 
it.” These problems made it difficult to maintain national security.

Since there were few regular troops, the government relied on 
volunteers. Congress voted to give them a bounty of cash and land.

Analyze Charts The United States faced the world’s greatest power in the War 
of 1812. Infer What information above helps explain the percentage of people 
opposed to war in Congress?

▲ As a War Hawk, Henry 
Clay seized the conflict with 
Britain as an opportunity 
to push his plan to conquer 
Canada from the British.

Academic Vocabulary
commence • v., to begin
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The money was equal to about a year’s salary for most workers. 
Attracted by the high pay and the chance to own their own farms, 
young men eagerly enlisted. They were poorly trained, however, with 
little experience in battle. Many deserted after a few months.

Surprising Victories at Sea The British navy blockaded American 
ports to stop American trade. Though unable to break the blockade, 
several American sea captains won stunning victories.

One famous battle took place early in the war, in August 1812. As 
he was sailing near Newfoundland, Isaac Hull, captain of the U.S.S. 
Constitution, spotted the British ship HMS Guerrière (geh ree AIR). For 
nearly an hour, the two ships jockeyed for position. At last, the guns of 
the Constitution roared into action. They tore holes in the sides of the 
Guerrière and shot off both masts. Stunned, the British captain had no 
choice but to surrender.

American sea captains won other victories at sea. These victories 
cheered Americans but did little to win the war.

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details What problems did 
the U.S. military face?

How Did the War Affect Canada?
One goal of the War Hawks was to conquer Canada. They were 
convinced that Canadians would welcome the chance to throw off 
British rule and join the United States.

An Untested Force General William Hull moved American troops 
into Canada from Detroit. The Canadians had only a few untrained 
troops to ward off the invasion. However, they were led by a clever 
British general, Isaac Brock.

Brock paraded his soldiers in red coats 
to make it appear that experienced 
British troops were helping the 
Canadians. He also led Americans to 
think that a large number of American 
Indians were fighting alongside the 
Canadians. Brock’s scare tactics 
worked. Hull retreated from Canada. 
Other attempts to invade Canada 
also failed.

However, on April 27, 1813, U.S. 
soldiers crossed Lake Ontario and 
successfully captured York, present-day 
Toronto. The Americans seized British 
guns and supplies, and they set fire to 
public buildings.

Analyze Images The U.S. 
Navy surprised British 
naval forces early in the 
war when the U.S.S. 
Constitution defeated 
Britain’s HMS Guerriere 
near Newfoundland. 
Identify Supporting Details 
What details in the image 
give strength to the U.S.S. 
Constitution’s nickname, 
“Old Ironsides”?

The War of 1812

 INTERACTIVE
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American Victory on Lake Erie In 1813, 
the Americans, armed with the guns and 
supplies they had seized at York, set out to 
win control of Lake Erie. Captain Oliver 
Hazard Perry had no fleet, so he designed 
and built his own ships. In September 
1813, he sailed his tiny fleet against 
the British.

During the Battle of Lake Erie, the 
British battered Perry’s own ship and left 
it helpless. Perry rowed over to another 
American ship and continued to fight. 
Finally, the Americans won the battle. 
Captain Perry wrote his message of victory 
on the back of an envelope: “We have met the 
enemy and they are ours.”

American Indian Losses After losing control of 
Lake Erie, the British and their ally Tecumseh retreated 
from Detroit into Canada. General William Henry Harrison, 
veteran of Tippecanoe, pursued them. The Americans won a decisive 
victory at the Battle of the Thames (temz). Tecumseh died in the 
fighting. Without Tecumseh’s leadership, the Indian confederation soon 
fell apart.

 READING CHECK  Summarize What became of the War Hawks’ plan 
to conquer Canada?

The End of the War
While Tecumseh was defeated in Canada, some sections of the Creek 
continued their fight against U.S. settlers in the South. Andrew Jackson, 
a Tennessee officer, took command of American troops in the Creek 
War. In March 1814, with the help of Cherokee, Choctaw, and friendly 
Creek, Jackson won a crushing victory at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. 
The leader of the enemy Creek walked alone into Jackson’s camp to 
surrender. “Your people have destroyed my nation,” he said.

Washington, D.C., Burns In the spring of 1814, Britain and its allies 
defeated France. With the war in Europe over, Britain could send more 
troops and ships to fight the United States.

In August 1814, British ships sailed into Chesapeake Bay and landed 
an invasion force about 30 miles from Washington, D.C. American 
troops met the British at Bladensburg, Maryland. As President Madison 
watched, the British quickly scattered the untrained Americans. The 
British met little further resistance on their march to the capital.

In the White House, First Lady Dolley Madison waited for her husband 
to return. Hastily, she scrawled a note to her sister about the attack.

Academic Vocabulary
decisive • adj. clearly 
settling a dispute or 
question

Analyze Images After 
the British destroyed his 
flagship, the Lawrence, 
Captain Oliver Perry 
escaped to another 
American ship. Perry’s 
fleet would regroup and 
eventually win the Battle 
of Lake Erie. Classify and 
Categorize How would you 
compare and contrast the 
actions of Perry to those 
of revolutionary naval hero 
John Paul Jones?
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Primary Source

“Will you believe it, my sister? We have had a 
battle or skirmish near Bladensburg and here I am 
still within sound of the cannon! Mr. Madison 
comes not. May God protect us. Two messengers 
covered with dust come bid me fly. But here I mean 
to wait for him.”

—Dolley Madison, Memoirs and Letters of Dolley Madison

Soon after, British troops marched into the capital. Dolley Madison 
gathered up important papers of the President and a portrait of George 
Washington. Then, she fled south. She was not there to see the British 
set fire to the White House and other buildings. The British considered 
this an act of revenge for the burning of York.

From Washington, the British marched north toward the city of 
Baltimore. The key to Baltimore’s defense was Fort McHenry on Baltimore 
Harbor. From the evening of September 13 until dawn on September 14 
during the Battle of Baltimore, British rockets bombarded the harbor.

When the early morning fog lifted, the “broad stripes and bright stars” 
of the American flag still waved over Fort McHenry. American forces 
had won the Battle of Baltimore. The British withdrew, and the threat 
to the nation’s capital ended. Francis Scott Key, a young American 
lawyer who witnessed the battle, wrote a poem about it. Soon, his 
poem, “The Star-Spangled Banner,” was published and set to music. 
Today, it is the national anthem of the United States.

Jackson Becomes a Hero in the Battle of New Orleans In late 
1814, the British prepared to attack New Orleans. From there, they 
hoped to sail up the Mississippi. However, Andrew Jackson was waiting. 
Jackson had turned his frontier fighters into a strong army.

Did you know?
When Dolley Madison fled 
the White House, she left 
dinner on the table for her 
husband and his aides. The 
British ate the meal before 
burning the building down.

Analyze Images This 
painting shows the 
American artillery aimed 
at the British fleet at Fort 
McHenry in Baltimore 
Harbor. Use Visual 
Information Why do 
you think the painter has 
placed the American flag 
flying above the action of 
the soldiers?
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He took Pensacola in Spanish Florida to keep the British from using 
it as a base. He then marched through Mobile and set up camp in 
New Orleans.

Jackson’s force included thousands of frontiersmen and Choctaw. The 
Choctaw were longtime rivals of the Indian nations who had been 
allied with the British. Many of Jackson’s troops were expert riflemen. 
Citizens of New Orleans also joined the army to defend their city from 
the British. Among the volunteers were hundreds of African Americans.

The American soldiers dug trenches to defend themselves. On January 
8, 1815, the British attacked. Again and again, British soldiers marched 
toward the American trenches. More than 2,000 British fell 
under the deadly fire of American sharpshooters and, especially, 
American cannons. Only seven Americans died.

Americans cheered the victory at the Battle of New Orleans. 
Overnight, Andrew Jackson became a national hero. His fame did 
not dim even when Americans learned that the battle had taken 
place two weeks after the war had ended. The United States and 
Britain had already signed a treaty in Europe, but news took two 
months to cross the ocean by sailing ship.

African Americans in the War The Battle of New Orleans 
was not the only place where black and white soldiers fought 
together. Throughout the War of 1812, African Americans joined 
in defending the nation against the British.

After the British attacks on Washington and Baltimore, African 
American volunteers helped defend Philadelphia against a possible 
attack. Bishop Richard Allen and the Reverend Absalom Jones 
recruited some 2,000 men to build Philadelphia’s fortifications.

Both sides won battles 
in the War of 1812, with 
no clear overall winner. 
The inset map shows the 
movement of Andrew 
Jackson’s forces.

1. Movement From where 
and which direction did 
American forces move 
to fight the British in 
Frenchtown?

2. Use Visual Information 
How is the role of the 
British navy reflected on 
the map?

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
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The state of New York organized two regiments of black volunteers to 
serve in the army.

African Americans also served with distinction in the U.S. Navy. They 
helped win the Battle of Lake Erie as well as other naval battles. 
Commander Nathaniel Shaler praised one particular black sailor who 
was wounded in battle:

Primary Source

“He fell near me, and several times requested to be 
thrown overboard, saying he was only in the way of 
others. When America has such [sailors], she has 
little to fear from the tyrants of the ocean.”

—Nathaniel Shaler, letter to his agent, January 1, 1813

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas What achievement made 
Andrew Jackson well known throughout the country?

What Were the Consequences of the War of 1812?
By late 1814, Americans knew that peace talks had commenced, but 
they did not know if they would succeed or how long they would last. 
As Jackson was preparing to fight the British at New Orleans, New 
Englanders were meeting to protest “Mr. Madison’s War.”

New Englanders Protest the War The British blockade had hurt 
New England’s sea trade. Also, many New Englanders feared that the 
United States might win land in Florida and Canada. If new states were 
carved out of these lands, the South and the West would become more 
influential than New England.

Delegates from around New England met in Hartford, Connecticut, in 
December 1814. Most were Federalists. They disliked the Democratic 

Republican President and the war.

Some delegates to the Hartford Convention 
threatened to nullify, or cancel, the state 
of war in their states if the war continued. 
Others threatened to leave the Union.

Then, while the delegates debated what to 
do, news of the peace treaty arrived. The 
Hartford Convention ended quickly. With 
the war over, the protest was meaningless. 
In the end, the threat of secession further 
weakened the dying Federalist party.

The Indecisive Results of the 
War A peace treaty was signed in the 
city of Ghent, in present-day Belgium, 
on December 24, 1814. John Quincy 
Adams, son of John Adams and one of the 

Analyze Images Cyrus 
Tiffany, an African American 
sailor shown here with his 
hand on the coat of Captain 
Oliver H. Perry, helped 
save the captain’s life at 
the Battle of Lake Erie. 
Compare and Contrast 
How are the actions 
of Tiffany and the man 
described in the Primary 
Source quote on this 
page similar?
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American delegates, summed up the Treaty of Ghent in one sentence: 
“Nothing was adjusted, nothing was settled.”

Britain and the United States agreed to restore prewar conditions. The 
treaty said nothing about impressment or neutrality. These issues had 
faded due to the end of the wars in Europe. Other issues were settled 
later. In 1818, for example, the two nations settled a dispute over the 
border between Canada and the United States.

Looking back, some Americans felt that the War of 1812 had been a 
mistake. Others argued that Europe would now treat the young republic 
with more respect. The victories of heroes like Oliver Hazard Perry, 
William Henry Harrison, and Andrew Jackson gave Americans new pride 
in their country. As one Democratic Republican leader remarked, “The 
people are now more American. They feel and act more as a nation.”

 READING CHECK  Identify Supporting Details What was the 
purpose of the Hartford Convention?

▲ As the commander who 
won a victory at the Battle of 
New Orleans, shown here, 
General Andrew Jackson 
became a military hero. His 
fame would later help him 
become President.

Practice Vocabulary
1. What was the relationship between War 

Hawks and nationalism?

2. Why would Tecumseh work for a 
confederation?

Critical Thinking and Writing 
3. Draw Conclusions Why were American 

Indian groups resistant to white settlement 
west of the Appalachians?

4. Summarize What did Andrew Jackson do 
that made him a national hero?

5. Compare and Contrast U.S. military 
strength before and after the War of 1812.

6. Writing Workshop: Clarify Relationships 
with Transition Words Be sure to consider 
transition words that you can use to show 
the relationships between facts in your 
research paper. List some in your  Active 
Journal.

 Lesson Check
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Reading and 
Vocabulary Support

1  An awl is a small 
metal tool used to 
punch holes into leather 
or heavy cloth.

2  What does 
Tenskwatawa mean 
when he says, “We shut 
our ears to The Great 
Good Spirit”?

3  Why do you think 
people do not want 
to hear that they have 
been foolish?

4  One meaning of the 
word corrupt is to bribe. 
Why does The Prophet 
use the word corrupted?

5  What does 
Tenskwatawa say has 
caused his people to 
“beg for everything”?

For many years we traded furs to the English or the French, for wool 
blankets and guns and iron things, for steel 1  awls and needles and 
axes, for mirrors, for pretty things made of beads and silver. And for 
liquor. This was foolish, but we did not know it. 2  We shut our ears 
to the Great Good Spirit. We did not want to hear that we were being 
3  foolish.

But now those things of the white men have 4  corrupted us, and made 
us weak and needful. Our men forgot how to hunt without noisy guns. 
Our women dont want to make fire without steel, or cook without iron, 
or sew without metal awls and needles, or fish without steel hooks. 
Some look in those mirrors all the time, and no longer teach their 
daughters to make leather or render bear oil. 5  We learned to need 
the white men’s goods, and so now a People who never had to beg for 
anything must beg for everything! 

— Tenskwatawa, The Prophet, ca. 1804

Analyzing Primary Sources
Cite specific evidence from the document to support your answers.

1. Cite Evidence How does Tenskwatawa say that white settlers 
“corrupted” American Indians?

2. Analyze Style and Rhetoric Which words does Tenskwatawa use 
that may have raised the emotions of his American Indian audience?

Tenskwatawa, The Prophet, 
Speech
Tenskwatawa, a Shawnee religious leader called The Prophet, 
spoke out about the harm white settlers brought as they 
moved westward and imposed changes on the American 
Indian way of life.

   Primary Sources

◀ Tenskwatawa, a Shawnee religious leader, was the 
brother of Tecumseh.
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BOUNCE  
TO ACTIVATE    VIDEO

In 1816, the Democratic Republican 
candidate for President, James Monroe, 
easily defeated Federalist Senator Rufus 
King of New York. The election showed 
how seriously the Federalists had declined 
in popularity. Many had voted for Monroe.

How Did Sectionalism Affect 
the Early Republic?
Monroe was the last Revolutionary War 
officer to become President. He was almost 
60 years old when he took office. Americans 
were fond of his old-fashioned ways. In 
1817, he made a goodwill tour of the 
country. In Boston, crowds cheered. Boston 
newspapers expressed surprise at this warm 
welcome for a Democratic Republican from 
Virginia. Boston had long been a Federalist 
stronghold.

An Era of Good Feelings Monroe hoped 
to create a new sense of national unity. One 
newspaper wrote that the United States was 
entering an “era of good feelings.” By the 
time Monroe ran for a second term in 1820, 
no candidate opposed him. The Federalist 
Party had disappeared.

GET READY TO READ

START UP
Study the illustration of the Erie Canal, which was built 
between 1817 and 1825 to connect the Hudson River 
with Lake Erie. In your  Active Journal write about 
what you think daily life was like in the early 1800s.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
• What role did regional differences begin to play 

in the early republic?
• How did John Marshall’s Supreme Court expand 

the power of the federal government?
• What was President Monroe’s foreign policy?
• What was life like in the early republic?

TAKE NOTES
Literacy Skills: Draw Conclusions 
Use the graphic organizer in your  Active Journal 
to take notes as you read the lesson.

PRACTICE VOCABULARY
Use the vocabulary activity in your  Active Journal 
to practice the vocabulary words.

Monroe’s Presidency and 
Everyday Life

LESSON 6

Vocabulary

sectionalism
American 

System

interstate commerce
Monroe Doctrine
intervention

Academic 
Vocabulary

advocate 
regulate

Lesson 5.6   317

MGAH19_SE_NA_T05_L06.indd Page 317  5/22/17  8:52 AM f-0283 ~/Desktop



Sectional Leaders: Calhoun, Webster, and Clay

• From South Carolina
• Skilled orator, lawyer, and
   senator
• Sectional leader and
   spokesman for his
   region (South)
• Supported the War of 1812
• Opposed the idea of a strong
   federal government
• Strong supporter of slavery
• Showed a concern for the
   country’s economy
• Opposed the Compromise
   of 1850

• From Kentucky
• Skilled orator, lawyer, and
   senator
• Sectional leader and spokesman
   for his region (West)
• Supported the War of 1812
• Supported the idea of a strong
   federal government
• Supported compromise over
   slavery
• Showed a concern for the
   country’s economy
• Defended the Compromise
   of 1850

• From New Hampshire
• Skilled orator, lawyer, and
   senator
• Sectional leader and
   spokesman for his region
   (North)
• Against the War of 1812
• Supported the idea of a
   strong federal government
• Wanted slavery abolished
• Showed a concern for the
   country’s economy
• Defended the Compromise
   of 1850

JOHN C. CALHOUN HENRY CLAYDANIEL WEBSTER

While conflict between political parties declined, disputes between 
different sections of the nation sharpened. These disputes were a result 
of sectionalism, or loyalty to one’s state or section rather than to the 
nation as a whole. In Congress, three young men took center stage in 
these disputes. All three would play key roles in Congress for more than 
30 years, as well as serve in other offices. Each represented a different 
section of the country, and each had unique leadership qualities.

Calhoun Opposes Federal Power John C. Calhoun spoke for 
the South. He had grown up on a frontier farm in South Carolina. 
Calhoun’s immense energy and striking features earned him the 
nickname “young Hercules.”

He was slim and handsome, with deep-set eyes and a high forehead. 
His way of speaking was so intense that it sometimes made people 
uncomfortable to be in his presence.

Calhoun had supported the War of 1812. Like many southerners, he 
was a firm defender of slavery. In general, he opposed policies that 
would strengthen the power of the federal government.

Webster Stands Against Slavery and War Daniel Webster of 
New Hampshire was an advocate for the North and a skillful public 
speaker. With eyes flashing and shoulders thrown back, Webster was 
an impressive sight when he stood up to speak in Congress. An observer 
described him as a “great cannon loaded to the lips.”

Like many New Englanders, Webster had opposed the War of 1812. He 
even refused to vote for taxes to pay for the war effort. After the war, 
he wanted the federal government to take a larger role in building the 
economy. Unlike Calhoun, Webster thought that slavery was evil.

Academic Vocabulary
advocate • n., a person who 
argues for or supports

Analyze Charts Three 
leaders emerged as regional 
differences developed in 
the early republic. Compare 
and Contrast Who 
supported the War of 1812 
and the idea of a strong 
federal government?
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Clay Supports Active Government Henry Clay spoke for the 
West. You have already met Clay as a leader of the War Hawks, 
who pushed for war against Britain in 1812.

Clay was born in Virginia but moved to Kentucky when he was 
20. As a young lawyer, he was once fined for brawling with an 
opponent. Usually, however, he charmed both friends and 
rivals. Supporters called him “Gallant Harry of the West.” 
Like Webster, Clay strongly favored a more active role for the 
central government in promoting the country’s growth.

 READING CHECK  Compare and Contrast Which position 
did Webster share with Clay?

How Was a Stable Economy Created After 
the War?
After the War of 1812, leaders such as Calhoun, Webster, and Clay 
had to deal with serious economic issues. Despite the nation’s great 
physical growth and the soaring spirits of its people, the economy faced 
severe problems. This was due in part to the lack of a national bank.

The charter that had set up the first Bank of the United States ran 
out in 1811. Without the Bank to lend money and regulate the 
nation’s money supply, the economy suffered. State banks made loans 
and issued money. However, they often put too much money into 
circulation. With so much money available to spend, prices rose rapidly.

In the nation’s early years, Democratic Republicans such as Jefferson 
and Madison had opposed a national bank because they saw it as 
unconstitutional. They thought that the Constitution did not give 
the federal government the right to charter corporations. By 1816, 
however, many Democratic Republicans believed that a bank was 
needed. They supported a law to charter the second Bank of the United 
States. By lending money and restoring order to the nation’s money 
supply, the Bank helped American businesses grow.

Protection Against Foreign Competition Another economic 
problem was foreign competition from Britain. In the early 1800s, the 
Embargo Act and then the War of 1812 kept most British goods out 
of the United States. In response, American business leaders such as 
Francis Cabot Lowell established their own mills and factories. As a 
result, American industry grew quickly until 1815.

Foreign Goods Cause Domestic Problems With the end of the 
War of 1812, British goods again poured into the United States. Because 
the British had a head start in industrializing, they could make and 
sell goods more cheaply than Americans could. Most British factory 
buildings and machines were older and had already been paid for. In 
contrast, Americans still had to pay for their new factory buildings.

Sometimes, British manufacturers sold cloth in the United States 
for less than it cost to make so that they could capture the market. 

Academic Vocabulary
regulate • v., to make 
or use laws that control 
something

Analyze Images When the 
charter for the first Bank of 
the United States expired, 
state banks like this one in 
North Carolina began to 
make loans and print too 
much money, which caused 
prices to rise rapidly. Infer 
How do people usually react 
to higher prices?
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British manufacturers hoped to put American rivals out of business. 
Then, the British planned to raise prices.

The Regional Impacts of Tariffs This British strategy caused 
dozens of New England businesses to fail. Angry owners asked Congress 
to place a protective tariff on all goods imported from Europe. As you 
have read, the purpose of a protective tariff is to protect a country’s 
industries from foreign competition.

Congress responded by passing the Tariff of 1816. It greatly raised 
tariffs on imports. This increase made imported goods far more 
expensive than similar American-made goods.

The Tariff of 1816 impacted the North, West, and South differently 
because each region had a different economy. The North was the base 
of America’s manufacturing. It therefore benefited the most. Higher 
prices on foreign goods made American goods more competitive. 
American factories sold more products, and businesses grew.

The economies of the South and West relied heavily on farming. They 
were not as financially invested in manufacturing and therefore did 
not experience the same benefits as the North. Goods like cloth and 
iron became more expensive to southern and western consumers. 
Northerners gained income as a result.

Higher tariffs led to angry protests. Lacking factories, southerners 
did not benefit from the tariff. Also, southerners bought many British 
goods. The new tariff drove up the price of British-made goods. 
Southerners complained that the tariff made northern manufacturers 
rich at the expense of the South.

Henry Clay Fights Sectionalism The bitter dispute over tariffs 
contributed to the growth of sectionalism. Americans identified 
themselves as southerners, northerners, or westerners. In Congress, 
representatives from different sections often clashed.

Henry Clay wanted to promote economic growth for all sections. His 
program, known as the American System, called for high tariffs 
on imports, which would help northern factories. With wealth from 
industry, Clay believed, northerners would have the money to buy farm 
products from the West and the South.

Analyze Images 
Inventions, such as the 
power loom shown here, 
helped propel American 
industry forward. Identify 
Supporting Details Who 
are the workers in the mill, 
and how do you think the 
work affected their lives?
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Sources: Historical Statistics of the United States; "American Cotton Manufacture," Quarterly Journal of Economics Source: U.S. Census Bureau

COTTON TEXTILE VALUE OF U.S.
FACTORIES MANUFACTURES

COTTON PRODUCTION
(BALES)

(IN MILLIONS)

1810 36178,000

1815209,000

1820335,000

1825533,000

1810 $128

1849 $464

1859 $854

NO RELIABLE INFORMATION 
EXISTS ON U.S. MANUFACTURES

BETWEEN 1810 AND 1849.

153

180

258

THE ROOTS AMERICAN INDUSTRIALIZATIONOF

This exchange would strengthen a common market among the 
states, which the Constitution supported and protected in the clause 
on interstate commerce. High tariffs would also reduce American 
dependence on foreign goods.

Clay also urged Congress to use money from tariffs to build roads, 
bridges, and canals. A better transportation system, he believed, would 
make it easier and cheaper for farmers in the West and the South to 
ship goods to city markets.

Clay’s American System never fully went into effect. While tariffs 
remained high, Congress spent little on internal improvements such 
as new roads, bridges, and canals. Southerners in particular disliked 
Clay’s plan. The South had many fine rivers on which to transport 
goods. Many southerners opposed paying for roads and canals that 
brought them no direct benefits.

Some Americans also thought Clay’s plan for developing transportation 
with federal support was unconstitutional. They did not believe the 
federal government had the authority to build such projects. They 
believed that by regulating industry and building roads and canals, 
the federal government would gain too much power.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas Why did many states in the 
South and West oppose the Tariff of 1816?

How Did Supreme Court Decisions Expand 
Federal Power?
Under Chief Justice John Marshall, the Supreme Court strengthened 
the power of the federal government. The Court gave the federal 
government the power to regulate the economy.

Analyze Graphs Cotton 
played a key role in the 
early U.S. economy, 
especially in the South. 
Identify Cause and Effect 
As cotton production 
soared, what other features 
of the American economy 
also grew?
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A Broad Definition of “Necessary and 
Proper” After Congress chartered the second Bank 
of the United States, Maryland tried to tax the Bank in 
order to drive it out of the state. James McCulloch, the 
Bank cashier, refused to pay the tax.

In the case of McCulloch v. Maryland (1819), the 
Court ruled that states had no right to interfere with 
federal institutions within their borders. The ruling 
strengthened federal power. It also allowed the Bank 
of the United States to continue, which helped the U.S. 
economy expand.

The Court decision addressed the issue of the meaning 
of the “necessary and proper” clause of the U.S. 
Constitution. It ruled that the federal government 
had the power to charter the Bank of the United 
States under the clause. This clause states that 

“The Congress shall have Power . . . To make all Laws which shall be 
necessary and proper” for carrying out functions outlined elsewhere in 
the Constitution. Since the Constitution gave the federal government 
the power to tax and borrow money and to regulate business, the Court 
stated that creating a bank could be considered “necessary and proper” 
to carrying out these powers.

The Supreme Court took a “loose constructionist” view of the 
Constitution, believing that the “necessary and proper” clause should 
be interpreted loosely as circumstances changed. Many Americans 
disagreed with the Court. Those who disagreed took a “strict 
constructionist” view that the “necessary and proper” clause permitted 
only actions absolutely necessary for performing the government’s 
constitutional duties. Strict constructionists mostly agreed that the Bank 
of the United States was not necessary for the government to function.

Broad Powers Over Interstate Trade In another case, Gibbons 
v. Ogden (1824), the Supreme Court upheld the power of the federal 
government to regulate trade between states. The Court struck down a 
New York law that tried to control steamboat travel between New York 
and New Jersey. The Court ruled that a state could regulate trade only 
within its own borders. Only the federal government had the power 
to regulate interstate commerce, or trade between different states. 
This decision helped the national economy by making it easier for the 
government to regulate trade.

These rulings not only affected the government. They also changed 
daily life for people in the United States. The New York law had given a 
monopoly, or exclusive rights, to Robert Fulton’s steamboat company to 
run ferries to New Jersey. Fulton’s company was the only one allowed to 
run ferries between the two states.

When the Supreme Court struck down this New York law, Fulton’s 
monopoly on steamboat traffic ended. As a result, his company could 
not compete with companies that charged a lower fare. 

Analyze Images Robert 
Fulton built the first 
successful steamboats, 
shown here, and ran them 
as ferries from New York 
to New Jersey. Synthesize 
Visual Information What 
details in this image show 
how technology was 
changing American society?

Expansion of 
Federal Powers

 INTERACTIVE
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People working for Fulton lost their jobs. However, the increased 
competition was good for consumers because it led to lower fares.

This ruling helped create a single common market among the states 
for goods and services, regulated by the federal government. Having 
clear national laws to follow made it easier for people to do business 
nationwide. The Constitution’s clauses on common coinage and full 
faith and credit also protect a common market. In these clauses, 
the Constitution gives only the federal government the power to 
coin money, and it requires that states recognize the laws and court 
decisions of other states.

Decisions About Contracts and Corporations Remember that 
in 1810, the Supreme Court ruled in a case where the state of Georgia 
tried to revoke a land sale. Its decision in Fletcher v. Peck upheld the idea 
that a contract cannot be broken.

In 1819 Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodward, another Supreme Court 
case, encouraged the growth of private businesses. When the president 
of private Dartmouth College was removed by its board of trustees, the 
state of New Hampshire tried to force the college to become a public state 
school. This would allow the governor to appoint the trustees.

The Supreme Court ruled that the contract clause of the Constitution 
applied to private corporations like Dartmouth. This landmark decision 
helped to encourage the growth of American businesses because it kept 
states from interfering with private corporations.

In the Supreme Court case, Fletcher v. Peck, the court declared as 
unconstitutional Georgia’s repeal of a law that had allowed the state 
to purchase a land grant and sell off properties to speculators. The 
Supreme Court ruled that the state could not violate contracts made 
during the sale of properties, even if the contracts were illegal. This case 
further reinforced the idea that contracts need to be protected.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect How did the decision in 
McCulloch v. Maryland increase federal power?

Independence in Latin America
By 1810, many people in Spain’s colonies in the 
Americas were eager for independence. They had 
many reasons to be unhappy. Most people, even 
wealthy creoles, had little or no say in government. 
In Latin America, the term creole described people 
born to Spanish parents there. They demanded a 
role in government. Opposition to Spain was also 
growing among American Indians. Harsh rules kept 
American Indians forever in debt. All over Latin 
America, people were eager to be free of the Spanish.

Independence A Mexican priest named Miguel 
Hidalgo (mee GEL ee DAHL goh) called on Mexicans 
to fight for independence from Spain in 1810. 

▼ Mexican freedom fighter 
Miguel Hidalgo declares 
Mexico’s independence 
from Spain.
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In the early 1800s, colonies across Central 
and South America became free from 
Spanish rule as a result of revolution.

1. Location Which European countries 
continued to exercise control in South 
America?

2. Use Visual Information Which colonies 
remained under the control of Spain?

Many Mexicans answered his call. Rebel 
forces won control of several provinces before 
Father Hidalgo was captured. In 1811, Hidalgo 
was executed.

Another priest, José Morelos (hoh SAY moh RAY 
lohs), took up the fight. Because he called for 
a program to give land to peasants, wealthy 
creoles opposed him. Before long, Morelos, too, 
was captured and killed by the Spanish.

Slowly, though, creoles began to join 
the revolutionary movement. In 1821, 
revolutionary forces led by creoles won control 
of Mexico. A few years later, Mexico became a 
republic with its own constitution.

South America Frees Itself From Spanish 
Rule In South America, too, a series of 
revolutions freed colonies from Spanish rule. 
The best-known revolutionary leader was 
Simón Bolívar (see MOHN boh LEE vahr). He 
became known as the Liberator for his role in 
the Latin American wars of independence.

In a bold move, Bolívar led an army of rebel 
forces from Venezuela over the high Andes 
Mountains into Colombia. There, Bolívar 
defeated Spanish forces in 1819.

Soon after, Bolívar became President of the 
independent Republic of Great Colombia. It 
included the present-day nations of Venezuela, 
Colombia, Ecuador, and Panama.

Independence Movements Spread Other 
independent nations emerged in Latin 
America. José de San Martín (sahn mahr 
TEEN) led Argentina to freedom in 1816. He 
then helped the people of Chile and Peru win 
independence.

In 1821, the peoples of Central America 
declared independence from Spain. By 1825, 
Spain had lost all its colonies in Latin America 
except Puerto Rico and Cuba.

The New Republics Spain’s former colonies formed several 
separate republics and modeled their constitutions on that of the 
United States. However, the new republics had a hard time setting up 
stable governments.

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS
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Under Spanish rule, the colonists had gained little or no experience 
in self-government. Powerful leaders took advantage of the turmoil to 
seize control. As a result, the new nations were often unable to achieve 
democratic rule.

 READING CHECK  Compare and Contrast In what ways was the 
achievement of independence for the Spanish colonies and the 
establishment of republics in Latin America similar to that which 
occurred in the British colonies that became the United States?

How Did the United States Gain Florida?
Spain lost another one of its colonies, Florida—not to independence, 
but to the United States. Many Americans wanted to gain possession of 
Florida. White southerners were especially worried about disturbances 
across the border. Creek and Seminole Indians in Florida sometimes 
raided settlements in Georgia. Also, Florida was a refuge for many 
Africans and African Americans who escaped slavery.

Jackson Invades Spanish Florida Since the 1700s, Spanish officials 
had protected enslaved Africans who had fled from plantations in 
Georgia and South Carolina. The Seminole allowed Africans to live 
near their villages. In return, these “black Seminole” gave the Seminole 
a share of the crops they raised. The black Seminoles adopted many 
Seminole customs.

One settlement on the Apalachicola River, known as the Negro Fort, 
contained about 1,000 black Seminole. General Andrew Jackson 
demanded that Spain demolish the Negro Fort. When the Spanish 
governor refused, the United States invaded Florida and destroyed 
the fort.

Adams Buys Florida In 1818, Jackson again headed to Florida with 
a force of more than 3,000 soldiers. Spain protested but did 
little else. It was busy fighting rebels in Latin America 
and could not risk war with the United States.

In the end, Spain agreed to peace talks. Secretary 
of State John Quincy Adams worked out a treaty 
with Spain’s foreign minister, Luis de Onís (LOO ess 
day oh NEES). In it, Spain agreed to give Florida to 
the United States in exchange for $5 million. The 
Adams-Onís Treaty took effect in 1821.

 READING CHECK  Identify Cause and Effect  
What was the result of the Adams-Onís Treaty?

What Did the Monroe Doctrine  
State?
Americans cheered as Latin America won 
independence. The actions of European powers, 
however, worried Secretary of State Adams and 
President Monroe. 

▼ Black Seminole were 
African Americans who 
had escaped slavery and 
lived peacefully alongside 
Seminole Indians in Florida.
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In 1815, Prussia, France, Russia, and Austria formed an alliance aimed 
at crushing any revolution that sprang up in Europe. They seemed 
ready to help Spain regain its colonies in Latin America. In addition, 
Russia claimed lands on the Pacific coast of North America.

The British, too, worried about other European nations meddling in the 
Western Hemisphere. They feared that their profitable trade with the 
newly independent countries would be hurt if Spain regained control 
of its former colonies. Thus, they suggested that the United States and 
Britain issue a joint statement guaranteeing the freedom of the new 
nations of Latin America.

Monroe decided to act independently of Britain. In a message to Congress 
in 1823, he made a bold foreign policy statement known as the Monroe 
Doctrine. Monroe declared that the United States would not interfere 
in the affairs of European nations or existing colonies of the European 
nations. At the same time, he warned European nations not to attempt to 
regain control of the newly independent nations of Latin America.

The Monroe Doctrine stated that the United States would oppose any 
attempt to reclaim old colonies or build new colonies in the Americas. 
Monroe’s message showed that the United States was determined to 
keep European powers out of the Western Hemisphere.

The United States did not have the military 
power to enforce the Monroe Doctrine. Britain, 
however, supported the statement. With its 
strong navy, it could stop Europeans from 
building new colonies in the Americas.

As the United States became stronger, the 
Monroe Doctrine grew in importance. On 
several occasions, the United States successfully 
challenged European intervention, or direct 
involvement, in Latin America. In the 1900s, 
Presidents also used the Monroe Doctrine to 
justify sending troops to Caribbean nations. 
Thus, Monroe’s bold statement helped shape 
United States foreign policy for more than 
100 years.

 READING CHECK  Identify Main Ideas  
What was the purpose of the Monroe 
Doctrine?

What Was Daily Life Like in the  
Early Republic?
The government changed during the early 
years of the nation, and so did the daily 
lives of many Americans. The growth of 
industry was one reason. The country was 
still largely rural. 

Analyze Political 
Cartoons In this political 
cartoon, Uncle Sam 
brandishes a big stick, 
labeled “Monroe Doctrine,” 
as a warning to European 
nations not to attempt to 
re-colonize territory in the 
Americas. Identify Cause 
and Effect How do you think 
other nations reacted to this 
new U.S. foreign policy?
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Many Americans worked on farms. But by the end of 
the period, factories had begun to sprout up. Many 
young women from farms in New England began 
to move to cities to work in textile factories.

Churches were centers of social life throughout 
the country. Protestant churches were most 
common, but Jews and Catholics were allowed 
to practice their religions under new state 
constitutions that required separation of 
church and state.

Free African Americans sometimes started their 
own churches, but they also formed many other 
organizations. These groups provided mutual 
aid and relief for those in need, such as widows 
and orphans.

Enslaved African Americans generally lived harsh, 
controlled lives. Families were broken up when members were 
sold. Many enslaved people turned to their own faith and customs for 
a sense of community.

Education Jefferson and others stressed the importance of 
education in a republican democracy. However, schools were mostly 
private. Americans received their education in different ways.

For example, a dame school was a small school run by a woman in 
her own home. She would teach young children the alphabet and 
numbers, as well as some reading and writing. Other Americans 
were educated in their own homes by family members or at church 
schools. The Bible was often used as a teaching tool for learning 
to read.

Wealthy Americans could subscribe to private membership libraries. 
Benjamin Franklin was an advocate for public libraries. In 1790 he 
donated books to a Massachusetts town that named itself Franklin 
after him. The residents voted for the books to be freely available for 
town members, forming a public library. As the number of public 
libraries increased, more and more Americans had access to books.

Art Wealthy, prominent Americans had their portraits painted. Gilbert 
Stuart’s painting of George Washington is famous, as is Rembrandt 
Peale’s portrait of Thomas Jefferson. Folk painters traveled around to 
paint portraits for less prominent rural Americans. However, formal 
painters and sculptors still looked to Europe, especially Britain, for 
training, style, and themes.

Useful household objects were often created with a sense of design. 
Furniture made in a style called Federal became popular. Newly 
wealthy merchants bought from the workshops of skilled craftspeople 
in New York or Philadelphia.

Analyze Images One-room 
schools such as this were 
common in rural areas in 
the early republic. Compare 
and Contrast What is the 
same and different about 
this classroom and those 
you use today?
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Folk artists created samplers, weather vanes, ship’s 
figureheads, and tavern and shop signs. They used many 
patriotic images in their craft, including likenesses of American 
hero George Washington.

Architecture also followed a style called Federal. Architects 
turned away from Britain and looked to the temples of ancient 
Greece for style. They used domes, pillars, and triangular roof 
lines for civic buildings. 

Music People performed music in their homes for family and 
friends. British music was still enjoyed, and British entertainers 
toured the country. African Americans sang spirituals in their 
homes and churches, broadening American musical styles.

Literature The first American novel, The Power of Sympathy, was 
written by William Hill Brown in 1789. An original American voice in 
literature soon developed. Washington Irving’s The Sketch Book included 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Winkle,” which was the 
first work by an American that won international popularity. James 
Fenimore Cooper wrote the extremely popular Leatherstocking Tales. 
The five novels tell of the wilderness adventures of a scout named 
Natty Bumppo.

 READING CHECK  Draw Conclusions Why do you think folk art of the 
early republic used patriotic images?

Analyze Images Federal-
style architecture for public 
buildings in the early 1800s 
resembled Greek temples 
in order to suggest the 
democratic ideals begun 
in ancient Greece. Infer 
How does this architecture 
reflect ancient Greek ideals 
of balance and harmony?

Practice Vocabulary
1. How did sectionalism affect the country in 

Monroe’s term?

2. What was the Monroe Doctrine, and what 
was its purpose?

Critical Thinking and Writing
3. Recognize Multiple Causes After the War 

of 1812, British goods were again available 
in the United States. Why were these 
imported British goods less expensive than 
similar American goods?

4. Generate Explanations What was the 
principal reason the South rejected the 
American System, Henry Clay’s plan to 
promote economic growth in all regions of 
the United States?

5. Compare and Contrast In what ways were 
the outcomes in McCulloch v. Maryland 
and Gibbons v. Ogden similar?

6. Writing Workshop: Include Formatting 
and Graphics Decide what graphics you 
can use to illustrate your information in 
the research paper you will write. What 
formatting will make your paper easy and 
interesting to read? Note these ideas in 
your  Active Journal.

 Lesson Check
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Key Events of the First Five Presidencies

1789 Washington’s inauguration 

1794 Whiskey Rebellion

1797 Adams’s inauguration

1798 Alien and Sedition Acts

1801 Jefferson’s inauguration

1803 Louisiana Purchase

1809 Madison’s inauguration

1812 Beginning of War of 1812

1817 Monroe’s inauguration

1823 Monroe Doctrine

Sequence

 INTERACTIVE

Analysis Skills

Construct a Timeline
Follow these steps to construct a timeline.

1Select key events of a time period 
and note the date of each. The time 
period for this activity covers the first five 
presidencies. Some key events and their 
dates are noted below.

2Determine the beginning and ending 
dates of the period. The timeline will span 
1785 to 1825, a period of 40 years.

3Decide on how to break the line into 
time intervals. The intervals should be 
even. Break your timeline into intervals 
of five years each. Draw a line on a piece 
of paper that can be broken evenly into 
eight sections of five years each. Mark the 
five-year intervals, beginning with 1785 and 
ending with 1825.

4Place a mark at the appropriate spot 
for each event and identify the year 
and the event. Place the key events on 
the timeline. Then determine the dates of 
these events below and enter them on the 
timeline:

a. Marbury v. Madison

b. Burning of Washington, D.C., by the 
British

c. Washington’s Farewell Address
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VISUAL REVIEW
A Two-Party System

 Review and Assessment

Washington Adams

Madison Monroe

Jefferson

• Put down Whiskey      
   Rebellion
• Political parties   
   develop
• Foreign policy:
   neutrality

• Escalating conflict   
   with France
• Alien and Sedition    
   Acts

• Louisiana Purchase
• Lewis and Clark   
   expedition
• Marbury v. Madison   
   decision

• War of 1812 • Era of Good Feelings
• Sectionalism arises
• Florida acquired
• The Monroe Doctrine

Five Presidencies

READING REVIEW
Use the Take Notes and Practice Vocabulary activities in 
your  Active Journal to review the topic.

• Wanted a strong central government

• Sympathetic to England

• Favored a national bank

• Thought the elite of society should   
   control government

• Opposed to protection of individual     
   liberties by law

• Wanted an economy based on  
   manufacturing and trade

• Wanted strong state governments

• Sympathetic to France

• Opposed a national bank

• Thought ordinary Americans should    
   control the government

• Wanted individual liberties to be      
   protected by law

• Wanted an economy based on           
   agriculture

Federalists Democratic Republicans

A Two-Party System

FINDINGSFINDINGS

Write your position 
paper, summarizing 
your chosen solution. 
Get help for writing 
your position paper in 
your  Active Journal.

Practice vocabulary using 
the Topic Mini-Games

 INTERACTIVE
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ASSESSMENT

Vocabulary and Key Ideas
1. Define What is judicial review?

2. Describe What is sedition, and what did the 
Alien and Sedition Acts do?

3. Check Understanding What role did tariffs 
play in early economic policy?

4. Use Use interstate commerce in a sentence 
about the Supreme Court.

5. Identify Main Ideas What were the causes of 
the War of 1812?

6. Describe How did the Louisiana Purchase 
change the boundaries of the United States?

7. Check Understanding Explain the Monroe 
Doctrine.

Critical Thinking and Writing
8. Synthesize How did the question of 

neutrality influence the early republic?

9. Identify Cause and Effect How did the 
conflict between Jefferson and Hamilton 
result in the development of two political 
parties?

10. Evaluate Was the Louisiana Purchase 
constitutional? Support your answer.

11. Analyze Why was education considered 
important in the early republic?

12. Analyze How did the government change 
during the early republic?

13. Revisit the Essential Question How was 
the question “How much power should the 
federal government have, and what should 
it do?” reflected in actions taken in the early 
republic?

14. Writer’s Workshop: Write a Research Paper  
Using your notes in your  Active Journal, 
write a paper describing the country’s physical 
geography, political divisions, and expansion 
during the terms of its first four Presidents.

Analyze Primary Sources
15. Who is most likely the source of the quote?

A. Alexander Hamilton
B. John Marshall
C. John Adams
D. Thomas Jefferson

“It is emphatically the province and duty of 
the judicial department to say what the law is. 
Those who apply the rule to particular cases, 
must of necessity expound and interpret that 
rule. If two laws conflict with each other, the 
courts must decide on the operation of each.”

Analyze Maps
16. What body of water made New Orleans 

important during the war?

17. Based on the blue lines, which show American 
troop movement, which was likely the first 
battle to have occurred?

18. The red lines and arrows show British 
movements. The blue bursts show American 
victories. Based on this information, which 
side was more successful during this part of 
the war?
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▼ The Battle of New Orleans
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